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Cuban officials refuse 
to extradite Assata 
Shakur 


HAVANA, Cuba—Assata Sha- 
kur is considered a political refugee 
and a civil rights activist by the 
Cuban government, and will not be 
extradited to the United States. 

Cuban officials stated that they 
refused to turn over Shakur, who, 
when she was known as Joanne 
Chesimard, was one of the best- 
known black revolutionaries of the 
1970s. A member of the Black Lib- 
eration Army, she was convicted of 
the murder of a state trooper in 
1973. Omar Mendoza, a spokesman 
at the International Press Center in 
Havana said, “There could not be 
extradition, because there is not an 
extradition treaty between the Unit- 
ed States and Cuba.” 


‘A Team’ actor Mr. T 
battles cancer 


HOLLYWOOD, Calif—Mr. T, 
best known for his tough, gruff guy 
roles in the television series “The A 
Team” and the movie Rocky II, is 
battling a form of lymphoma and 
currently receiving daily radiation 
treatments. 

The actor, whose real name is 
anand Tero, was interviewed for 

television show “Entertainment 
He ihe He said the hardest part of 
having cancer was telling his moni.” 
I try to be upbeat,” he said in the 
television interview. “I want them to 
be uplifted. This is what gives me 
the strength to go to the hospital.” 


Officer charged with 
child endangerment 


HACKENSACK (AP)—A juve- 
nile detention officer was charged 
Wednesday with child endanger- 
ment for allegedly biting and 
scratching a 15-year-old boy at the 
Bergen County Juvenile Detention 
Center. 

Gina Lampley, 34, of Hacken- 
sack was suspended indefinitely 
from her job at the Paramus center, 
Bergen County Prosecutor William 
H. Schmidt said. 

Lampley bit and scratched the 
15-year-old, a resident at the center, 
on April 16, Schmidt said. 

She has a court appearance 
scheduled for Friday in Hackensack 
municipal court. 


City receives more 
funding for municipal 
budget 


NEWARK—The City’ of 
Newark recently received a $17.9 
million check from the Port Author- 
ity of New York and New Jersey. 
The payment represents a percent- 
age of gross receipts which is given 
` yearly to:the City under terms of a 
Contract between Newark and the 
bi-state agency. 

In receiving the payment, 
Mayor Sharpe James said the money 
will be used to reduce taxes and pro- 
vide for hiring 300 additional police 
Officers in the 1998 municipal bud- 
get. “This is the most revenue the 
City ever had received from the Port 
Authority, and it is the result of 
skillful negotiating by my adminis- 
tration to work out a lease agree- 
ment that will be most beneficial to 
the City of Newark,” he said. 


New building houses 
women’s program 


TRENTON—Governor Whit- 
man recently dedicated a new bu 
ing for the women’s studies pro- 
gram A A College. 

$2.5 million Ruth Dill 
Ti Crockett Building on Rut- 
gers’ New Brunswick Cam 
funded through public and private 
donations,” 

“Douglass College i is the largest 
college country,” 
the Governor said, ` "And the Ruth 
Dill Johnson Crockett Building will 
add to Douglass” repu- 
tation as the nation’s premier col- 
jege for women’s studies.” 


z 
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E THIS WEEK 


By gr mattox 


Over 700 of the most community 
active and aware in of New Jersey met 
at the Newark Airport Marriott for an 
evening of recognition and networking 
at the Third Annual City News 100 
Most Influential Awards Celebration. 

awards celebration, which 
honored individuals making significant 
contributions to the progress of black 
people and to New Jersey’s urban com- 
munities, was an opportunity for these 
individuals and their supporters to gath- 
er together and exchange opinions and 
ideas. 


Serving New Jersey’s Afri: 


Community 


“New Jersey is blessed with 
outstanding individuals, organization 


nry 
tisken City News Tablihion Company, 
“The City News 100 Most Influential 
recognizes these New Jerseyans, some 
highly visible powerbrokers and others 
who Work quietly in the background, 
who are getting things done” 

In speaking to many of the 


“The overall 


feeling at 

being cited 

jos ink of for this 

asa itii 

í working person acieuna 
doing the best was a 
that I can Is mixture of 
pride and 


awe. 


LENCE Soa 
go through my day I don't 
think of anything I've done as an 


achievement, I just try to do the best 
that I can with what God gave me. It is 
an honor to have someone say, ‘you 
know what, we think you're doing a 


at job. 

Another honoree, Dr. Ruthann 
Grey, formerly Sr. vice-president for 
Hoechst Marion Rossel said she wanted 
to make a difference in her community 
“I have a commitment that is very 
strong in terms of volunteering, and I 
think T have honored that commitment 
in terms of diligence and persistence. ” 
Dr. Grey has been instrumental in 
securing a number of computers for a 
Plainfield elementary school and corpo: 


ars honored at ‘100’ 


rate support in teacher training, 
that this is the largest 
assemblage yet for this event, Dr. John- 
son is pleased with the recognition the 
celebration itself is receiving from the 
corporate and public sector. “Tam exc 
ed about the turnout, including the pos- 
itiv enthusiasm and excitement 
iA by these people gathering 
together. With this year’s ceremonies 
barely over, he wants to buildon its suc- 
cess “As we approach the millennium, 
we are looking to address certain chal- 
lenges and more strongly broadcast this 
positive reinforcement and commit- 
ment to the community 


By Cynthia L Webb 
Associated Press Writer 


BEVERLY HILLS, California 
(AP)—Denzel Washington strides 
into a hotel suite clad in casual 
black. The only contrast is a pair of 
white sneakers thrown on after a 
quick workout in the ring. 

Washington has just returned 
from boxing, a sport he enjoys. 

“I'm boxing with a real trainer. I 
mean the real deal. We spar and do 
everything,” he says. “The mental 
aspect of it makes you learn so 
much more. 

Washington, 42, springs from 
the sofa after answering a few ques- 
tions about his new movie, “He Got 
Game,” and throws a few punches. 
He laughs, possibly at his own spon- 
aneli and sits down again. 

He grew up playing pickup bas- 
ketball games in the projects of 
Mount Vernon, New York, and his 
outlook on athletics defines his 
work as an actor. Like boxing, much 
of acting is a mental game, It’s not 
just how hard you punch, but the 
preparation it takes to get there. 

Washington learned to play the 
pels eight years ago for his role 
in Spike Lee’s “Mo’ Better Blues.” 
He, added weight to his usual 195 
pounds (90 kilograms) to play an 
alcoholic soldier in “Courage Under 
Fire.” For Lee’s “He Got Game,” 
which opened Friday, 


Denzel 


let his normally cl 
grow long. 

And boxing? Sure, it’s a fitness 
thing, but he’s also preparing to play 
Ruben “Hurricane” Carter, the 
boxer who spent 20 years in prison 
for a murder conviction that was 
eventually overturned. 

Washington stars as Jake Shut- 
tlesworth in “He Got Game,” a 
movie about a father, his son and 
basketball. 

Jake’s son, Jesus (played by the 
NBA's Ray Allen), is the nation’s 
top high school basketball player 
and must choose whether to play 
college basketball or head straight 
to the pros. 

Jake is serving time in prison for 
murdering his wife, but he gains a 
temporary release from the governor 
—with one catch: He can earn early 
parole if he persuades Jesus to pick 
the governor's alma mater. 

“Denzel’s a great artist,” Lee 
says of Washington, who has been 
in three of Lee’s films, including 
“Malcolm X,” for which he 
received an Academy Award nomi- 
nation. 

The movie is ostensibly about 
basketball, yet its main focus is on 
the strained relationship between 


pped hair 


Jake and Jesus. Before he is sent to 
prison, Jake is a demanding father 
—pushing and taunting his son, all 
for basketball’s sake. 

While Jake’s family is far differ- 
ent than Washington’, the role still 
caused him to reflect on his own 
fatherhood. 

“With all the father-son stuff, I 
actually got a little misty," said 
Washington, who has four children 

“I'm very involved,” he says of 
parenting. He has coached basket- 
ball and football and makes Los 
Angeles his home so his kids can be 
where he works. 

Its a far different approach 
from what Washington experienced 
growing up. “My father wasn't into 
athletics. He was a minister. We had 
no days like that.” 

He offers little more when asked 
about his relationship with his 
father. His parents divorced when 
Washington was 14. 

Washington talks with a cadence 
in his voice, and listens with his 
hand pressed against his temple, his 
brown eyes appearing rich with 
memories. Yet, while seemingly 
open, he is selective in providing 


is currently starring 


dethils on his life. 
He will tell you he has four chil- 
“teen-agers down to seven 


think I'm normal more so 
erly private,” says Washing- 


his supporting role as a runaway 
slave 


raised like that. My 
wife wasn’t faised like that. So we 
keep it basie and drive them to 
School, feed them and do whatever 
else you should do as a parent.” 


See DENZEL/page 10 


Prosecutor’s jibes pull spectators into trial 


By Jim Fitzgerald 
Associated Press Writer 


WHITE PLAINS, N.Y. (AP)}—A 
federal prosecutor said today that two 
‘Texaco executives accused of obstruct- 
ing justice proved their guilt with their 
own words—on secret tapes —in an 
alleged plot to destroy evidence of race 
discrimination. 

Prosecutor Stanley Okula pointed 
out dozens of comments he said 
showed they were plotting a cover story 
for failing to tum over documents that 
would have helped black employees 
who were suing Texaco 

comment— “Shred them and 
get rid of them’ —“gives you a crystal 
clear view of what's going on,” Okula 
told the jury in his summation. 

Retired Texaco treasurer Robert 
Ulrich, 64, and a former finance execu- 
tive, Richard Lundwall, 56, are charged 
with scheming to hide and destroy evi- 
dence in the discrimination cas 
face 10 years in prison if convicted. 


lion setlementin 1996. 

“The defendants’ own words are 
the very best proof of what they intend- 
ed ... what they meant when they sat 
around the offices of Texaco and dis- 


cussed shredding and getting rid of doc- 
uments,” Okula said. 

On Tuesday, the last day of testi- 
mony, federal prosecutor Elliott Jacob- 
son got Ulrich to acknowledge that as a 
“Joyal Texaco employee” and a share- 
holder he wanted the black employees 
to lose their case. 

He said he didn’t take the case per- 
sonally, but Jacobson referred the jury, 
to a passage in the transcript where 
Ulrich said the plaintiffs “are both 
going to be held accountable” and (0, 
another excerpt that the prosecutor 
described as a threat to “freeze out” ond 
of the plaintiffs. 

In that passage, Ulrich said, “If wd 
put her in there and gave her nothing 
E ey solitaire, she'd f— 


“That's not the kind of language 
you use when you go to Sunday Mass, 
is it?” Jacobson asked. 

He was referring to the earlier tes+ 
timony of a character witness, a mon= 
signor who said he saw Ulrich every 
Sunday at church. But Jacobson’s 
remark stirred outrage in some of 


_ Ulrich’s friends and relatives, who 


packed the gallery behind the defensé 
table. Some gasped and some loudly 
said, “Come on!” 

‘The prosecutor incited the spectas 
tors again at the end of the eross-exam= 


ination. Ulrich, who claimed he never 
purposely hid anything from the 
lawyers, swore that if he could do it all 
over, he would turn in everything. 

“I wish we never had this case,” he 
said. 

“I'm sure you do, Mr. Ulrich,” 
Jacobson said. “Nothing further.” 

ag people hissed from the 


ie last exchange of the trial 
Prompted the loudest uproar from the 
spectators. 

After the — cross-examination, 
defense lawyers got Ulrich to say that 
he never destroyed any documents, 
though the tapes capture him saying, 
“Shred ‘em and get rid of ‘em,” and 
“We're going to purge the s— out of 
these books. 

Ulrich insisted that such comments 
were simply his suggestions about how 
such documents should be handled in 
the future, not his response to the plain- 
tiffs’ request for documents relevant to 

race case, 

In his final question, referring to 
briefing books for meetings at which 
Personnel matters were discussed, 
Jacobson said, “The briefing books 
were never produced, were they, Mr. 
Ulrich?” 

To which Ulrich said, “They were 
never asked for.” 


Lawyer says Simpson 
makes ‘creeping confession’ 


By Linda Deutsch 
AP Special Correspondent 
LOS ANC (AP)—The 


lawyer who won a civil wrongful 
death suit against O.J. Simpson said 
Tuesday he believes the man acquit- 
ted of two murders is making a 
“creeping confession” in his public 
appearances. 

Simpson, B ae to Daniel 
Petrocelli’s new assertions for the first 
time, called the claim “totally ridicu- 
lous” and said the lawyer is trying to 
make news to sell his book 

Petrocelli said that if Simpson 
believed a confession would win him 
public acceptance he would admit to 


the murders of Nicole Brown Simp- 
son and Ronald Goldman. 

1 don’t think he will ever crack. 
He's a strong individual and a. sur- 
vivor,” said Petrocelli, who represent- 
ed the Goldman family. “But public 
a 


Simpson, who insisted no 
thought has ever entered his mind. 

“I didn’t do it, so T've never even 
thought about confessing,” Simpson 
said 

He noted that Fred Goldman, 
father of Ron, had offered to forgive 
the $33.5 million judgment he won if 
Simpson would confess, and he had 
refused the offer. 


Jersey City sues National Crime 
Insurance Bureau for defamation 


JERSEY CITY—The City of Jer- 
sey City today sued the National 
Crime Insurance Bureau (NICB) for 
defamation, citing a recent report the 
Bureau issued erroneously listing Jer- 
sey City as the “car theft capital” of 
the nation. Mayor Bret Schundler 
angrily declared: “The recently 
released NICB report on car thefts in 
New Jersey is misleading at best. We 
demand that the NICB report crime 
statistics by city and not manufacture 
crime statistics by arbitrary statistics 
areas. 

The NICB reported erroneously 
that in 1996 Jersey City led the nation 
in auto thefts. This is categorically 
untrue. Just to cite one comparison, 
the auto-theft rate in neighboring 
Newark in 1996 was 30 thefts per 
1,000 residents, while Jersey City's 
rate was half that with 15 thefts per 
1,000 residents. In addition, car thefts 
have declined 43 percent in Jersey 
City since 1993. 

The problem with the NICB sta- 


tistics is that they do not make con- 
clusions based upon the statistical 
experience of particular cities, but 
rather upon arbitrary “ 
statistical areas” tl 
for comparing one city to another. In 
the NICB report, the Jersey City met- 
ropolitan statistical area does not 
mean Jersey City, it means all of Hud- 
son County, a heavily urbanized coun 
ty. In contrast, the Newark metropoli- 
tan statistical area does not mean 
Newark, it means all of Northwest 
New Jersey, including rural counties 
like Sussex and Warren. If the study 
wants to give the Jersey City metro- 
politan statistical area a higher crime 
rate than Newark, it can subtract low 
crime rural areas from the Jersey 
City’s metropolitan area, and assign 
them to the Newark metropolitan 
area. If it wants to give Jersey City a 
lower crime rate than Newark, it can 
assign low crime rural areas to the Jer- 
sey City metropolitan area and sub- 
tract them from Newark. 


Panthers remember Cleaver: 
charismatic, sometimes a chameleon 


By Michelle Locke 
Associated Press Writer 


SOULONICE 


by Eidiridge Cleaver 


Cleaver wrote “Soul on Ice,” a col- 
lection of poems and essays, in 
1968. 


OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — Asa 
young Black Panther, David Hilliard 
was bowled over the first time he 
was confronted with the power and 
passion of Eldridge Cleaver. 

“I thought that Eldridge was the 
reincarnation of Malcolm X. I have 
never heard such power, such elo- 
quence,” he said. 

A lot has happened since those 
days of fire—Cleaver, who died Fri- 
day, packed careers as convict, revo- 
lutionary, evangelical, Republ 
drug addict, and, most recently, envi- 
ronmentalist, into his 62 years. 

But Hilliard Mileni Cleaver 
best the way he saw him first—a man 
with the power to weave words into a 
fabric that bound white leftists and 
black radicals together. 

“That is one of his greatest co 
tributions in terms of our politics. 
Hilliard said. 

Hilliard, who now works with 
the Dr. Huey P. Newton Foundation 


and gives guided tours of Black Pan- 
ther landmarks in Oakland, was the 
first chief of staff of the Black Pan- 
ther Party, founded in Oakland in 
1966 by Newton and Bobby Seale. 

He met Cleaver around that time 
and was instantly taken with his mas- 
tery of the language. 

“I remember Eldridge using 
statements like, “Writers, black writ- 
ers especially, shouldn't write if they 
cannot extract blood from the white 
man’s alphabet,” said Hilliard. 

Hilliard’s brother, Roosevelt, 
who served as Cleaver’s assistant, 
recalled that community activists and 
people in need would come “knock- 
ing on the door all night.” Party 
members lived in their offices, mak- 
ing them conveniently accessible if 
not well-rested, he said, 

Before joining the Black Pan- 
thers, Cleaver had served nine years 
in prison for assault with intent to 
kill. 

It was there he wrote the contro- 
versial book “Soul on Ice,” that 
brought him fame. The book 
includes one essay describing rape of 
white women as “an insurrectionary 


ersy was a constant in 
Cleaver’s life. 

In the late 1960s, he was the cen- 
ter of protest at the University of 
California, Berkeley. At one rally on 
Sproul Plaza, Cleaver denounced 
then-Gov. Ronald Reagan before a 
crowd of thousands, 

They were terrific speeches. He 
eloquent,” recalled 
community activist Art 
Goldberg, who shared an office with 
Cleaver at that time 

In April 1968, Cleaver was 
involved in a violent shootout with 
police in Oakland. Panther treasurer 
Bobby Hutton, 17, was killed in the 
gun battle, and Cleaver and two 
police officers were wounded. 

Cleaver was arrested after the 
shootout, but jumped bail and fled 


see CLEAVER\ page 10 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 13 


JERSEY CITY—The Dept. of 
Continuing Education of Hudson 
County Community College offers 
“intermediate MS Word '97 Using 
Windows ‘95" from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
201-714-2107. 


MIDDLETOWN—In order to meet the 
growing demand for composting pro- 
grams and supplies, Monmouth 
County is once again offering com- 
posting workshops to local residents. 
For further information, call 732-431- 
7460. 


THURSDAY, MAY 14 


ATLANTIC CITY—The Property Tax 
Commission will hold a public hearing 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at The New Atlantic 
City Convention Center, Room 401 
609-777-2600. 


NEW YORK—New York University’s 
‘School of Continuing Education will 
hold a free insider's look at the field of 
“Real Estate” from 5:45 to 7 p.m. at the 
NYU's Midtown Center, 4th FI. 212- 
998-7080. 


TRENTON—Enter the 1998 NJ 
Historic Preservation Photography. For 
details, call 609-777-4473. Deadline 
for entries is July 31st 


JERSEY CITY—The Dept. of 
Continuing Education of Hudson 
County Community College offers 
“Algebra and Geometry’ from 6:30 to 9 
p.m, 201-714-2107. 


JERSEY CITY—The Dept. of 
Continuing Education of Hudson 
County Community College offers 
“Deal More Effectively with Others” 
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 201-714-2107. 


FRIDAY, MAY 15 


LIVINGSTON—Cerebral Palsy of 
North Jersey invites you to test your 
skills in basketball by participating in 
their First Annual Wheelchair 
Basketball “Throw for All” in the 
Livingston High School Gymnasium. 
973-674-1150, ext. 19. 


SATURDAY, MAY 16 


NEW YORK—A Talk/"My Father's 
Son": Paul Robeson's Early Years. 
Professor P. Sterling Stuckey, African- 
American Studies scholar, is the 
author of many articles about Paul 
Robeson including the 1988 introduc- 
tion to Here | Stand, Robeson’s autobi- 
ography. Professor Stuckey discusses 
Robeson's formative years as a key to 
the rest of his life, addressing issues of 
athletics, scholarship, human rights 
and culture and the intellectual mode! 
provided by Robeson’s father. 


WATCHUNG—As part of a year-long 


Community Calendar 


125th Anniversary celebration, the 
Sisters of Mercy of the Regional 
Community of New Jersey will hold a 
Flea Market to benefit the homeless 
from 9:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.. 908-754- 
4555. 


EAST _ ORANGE—A Chinese 
Auction/Tricky Tray will be held 2 p.m. 
at the Clifford J. Scott High School 
Parent Teacher Association. 973-672- 


SUNDAY, MAY 17 


CALDWELL—Graduation Weekend 
will culminate with author and Hearst 
Corp. Vice President Robert Danzig’s 
Commencement speech at the 
College's 56th Commencement cere- 
mony.973-228-4424, ext. 209. 


MONDAY, MAY 18 


WESTFIELD—Rutgers Cooperative 
Extension of Union County is offering a 
free seminar on “House Plans and 
Propagation” at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Westfield Administration Bldg. 908- 
654-9854. 


SHORT HILLS—The Metropolitan 
Ecumenical Ministry invite you to join 
them at the Annual MEM Golf 
Tournament at the East Orange Golf 
Course. 973-481-7383. 


BRIDGEWATER—The Resource 
Center for Women and Their Families 
will raffle a custom built children's play- 
house at Bridgewater Commons at 6 
p.m, 908-359-0003. 


LIVINGSTON The | 4th | Annual 

lerman Yul: Schwartz and 
Lagomarsino, PA Golf Outing and 
Tournament will be held at the Cedar 
Hill Country Club. 973-503-1900. 


TUESDAY, MAY 19 


NEW YORK—NMSDC Annual Awards 
Dinner will be held the N.Y. Hilton Hotel 
and Towers. 212-944-2430, 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 20 


FAR HILLS—The Columbus Hospital 
Foundation will hold its third annual 
golf outing at Fiddler's Elbow Country 
Club. 973-268-1455. 


SATURDAY, MAY 23 


PLAINFIELD—Donald Williams’ 13th 
Annual Antique and Custom Car Show 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
West Front Street. Don't miss it! 908- 
752-2431 


THURSDAY, MAY 28 


NEW YORK—The Whitney Museum 
presents “Unknown Terrain,” the first 
major New York exhibition of Andrew 
Wyeth's work. For more info, call 212- 
570-3633. 


‘Send events to: CN Community Calendar, P.O. Box 1774, 
Plainfield, N.J. 07060 or FAX to: 908-753-1036 


Political powerhouses 
meet at breakfast 


i atl, : i 5 
NEWARK—From left, East Orange Mayor Robert Bowser, Newark Mayor 
Sharpe James, Essex County Executive candidate Kenneth Gibson, Nutley 
Mayor and State Senator Garry Furnari and Orange Mayor Mims Hackett 
stood together at a recent Democratic Party Unity Breakfast. 


Linden resident receives award 
from Newark fire fighters 


NEWARK — Annie C. Bails, in photo seated third from left, a Registered Nurse 
from UMDNJ University Hospital, received an award of commendation from the 
Newark Fire Department and the Fire Officer’s Union, for her heroic 
actions in saving the life of her patient. She is shown seated with fellow heroic 
hospital staff Chery sles, RN, Carline Vincent, LPN, Linda Atlas, and members 
of the Newark Fire Depart 

Saturday, February 14, Ms. Bails arrived at the hospital to work the night 
shir When a fire alarm sounded at 12:51 a.m, she ran to locate the fire. It was 

from her patient's 

room. Without regard to fer din EEI Ms. Bails ran into the burning room, 
threw a blanket over the patient and Carried her to safety. The 31-year-old 
patient, who was on oxygen, had been smoking in bed. 
Twenty unharmed patients were safely evacuated from the medical nursing unit 
to other areas within the hospital. The Newark Fire Department arrived quickly 
on the scene and extinguished the fire. 


Open House at JCSC 


at ow pes P 
JERSEY CITY—Dr. Carlos Hernandez, at left, president of Jersey City State 
College, greeted Angela Freeman, center, of Plainfield and Karen MacMill 
of Piscataway, both registered nurses who are considering the College's 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing Program, at JCSC’s Spring Open 
House. The day-long event featured campus tours, information on und 
atu and graduate academic programs, student support servi 


Sale ‘that ‘Nese production of “Into the Woods: F. 


James accepts safe 
neighborhood grant from HUD 


NEWARK-—Mayor Sharpe James and Essex County Freeholder Blonnie! 
Watson, in photo at far right, recently accepted a quarter million dollar Safe 
Neighborhood Grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban | 
Development (HUD). i 

“This ‘$250,000 will help our citizens make our 
through increased police presence, neighborhood clean-up programs, co 
mittee crime watch programs, supervised and structured youth activiti 
anti-litter and anti-graffiti campaigns, and social service referrals for those in | 
need of assistance,” Mayor James said. 

The check was presented by: Diane Johnson of the U.S, Depatiinent off 
Housing and Urban Development, in conjunction with “National Youth | 
Service Day.’ Students and members of the Newark SNAP (Safe 
Neighborhood Action Program) Committee cleaned up a 13-block area 
bounded by Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, Court Street, Prince Street, 

and N 


oJ City News is glad to highlight our 
community people every week. 
Send your photos and information to: 


City News People, P.O. Box 1774, 
Plainfield, N.J. 07060. ff 
_ m 
& 


li Avenue. 


Subscribe to the #1 Black newSpaper in New Jersey | f 

f 

To Subscribe call 908-754-3400 or send to: i 
CITY NEWS/Subscriptions 

P.O. Box 547, Plainfield, NJ 07061 
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Black people respond to targeted marketing campaigns 


According to a report by Packaged Facts*, black people are highly receptive to financial services that 
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are marketed to them. Example: Deluxe Corporation, by creating a check series commemorating 
Dr. Martin Luther King, exceeded their market projections by 15%. 


*Packaged Facts is a product of FIND/SVP Research Publications Group 


i great ways to reach the African „American 
_ Business & Professional Community 


Minority Journal 


The Minority Business Journal is a monthly publication focusing on 
minority and women business enterprise in New Jersey and New York 
City. MBJ regularly features the accomplishments of minority and 


and expanding busines 
minority entrepreneurs, a calendar of eveni 
commentary - issues facing minority businesses. MBJ. 
offers an excellent forum for classified and display 

advertising and special business and professional card, 


opportunities available for. 


link in the information network vital to the growth and economic 


development of minority communities. 
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The Minority Business-to-Business Directory is a directory of minority- and 
woman-owned businesses and companies committed to doing business with 
minorities: The Directory networks minority businesses, identifies minority and 
women businesses with whom public and private sector businesses and agencies can 
contract for products and services, and exposes a growing force of 

Minority businesses to the general consumer. The Directory features 

listings and advertising as well as provides a resource guide for 

minority and women entrepreneurs and potential entrepreneurs to 

help facilitate starting and maintaining a business, The Minority 
Business-to-Business Directory includes listings from public and 

Private sector businesses and agencies, minority and women-owned 

business and small businesses. A delineation of ownership is provided with each 
listing. The Minority Business-to-Business Directory is a tool for the growth and 
expansion of minority and women entrepreneurs and economic development in the 
African-American community. 
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women businesses, information concerning maintaining 


directories. MBJ provides an important communication 


Minority Business Journal 


editorial and 


Minority Business-to-Business Directory 


Call (908) 754-3400 for more information 


Minority Business Journal & Minority Business to Business Directory opens up a whole new world of possibility 
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Michael Brown takes trip 
to South Africa forthe 
Ronald H. Brown 


WASHINGTON-sMichael| 
Brown, son of the laty Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown, ind lie 
land CEO of the Rondd 
Foundation, will 
[Republic of South Afiea May 12-19 
fas a guest of the congrtium of South| 
African Universities. 

Brown’s visit isexpected to cul- 
minate in te F i of al 


By Trudy Tynan 
Associated Press Writer 


SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (AP) — 
Resisting pressure to sanitize its dic- 
tionary, publisher Merriam-Webster 
has agreed to flag the entries for some 
200 racial slurs and other obscenities 
to wam that the words are offensive. 

“A dictionary is a scholarly refer- 
ence, not a political tool,” Deborah 
Burns, marketing director for 
Merriam-Webster, said recently. “As 
long as the word is in use it is our 
responsibility as dictionary publishers 
to put the word into the dictionary.” 

Editors at the Springfield-based 
publisher Said they would place a 
notation in italics before about 200 of 


the 160,000 words in the 1999 
Collegiate Dictionary which indicates 
the words are used as ethnic, religious 
or sexual slurs. 

The definitions, however, will not 
be rewritten. 

“They didn’t change ayi 
They just switched things around,’ 
said Delphine Abraham of Ypsilanti, 
Mich., who vowed to continue press- 
ing ahead with a petition drive to have 


dictio i publishers redefine. di 
word “nig; 
“Black. gfe shouldn't be 


labeled niggers any more than wi 
people should be called honkies 
Jews called kikes,” she said, referri 
to the published definitions of E 
slurs. “It promotes bigotry ai 


racism.” 

In response to hundreds of similar 
complaints, Merriam-Webster has set 
up a task force to consider such offen- 
sive definitions and whether to 


change the practice of listing defini- 
tions historically, with the oldest, and 
often the most objectionable, 
coming first. 

But the company never consid- 


uses 


‘roa its adult Sictionties Ms. 
Burns said. 

Under the new format, a notation 
will direct readers to the words’ usage 
Paragraphs, which in the case of “nig- 
ger” describes the word as “perhaps 


Merriam-Webster resists removal of racial slurs 


the most offensive and inflammatory 
racial slur in Englis! 

For example, after noting that it is 
usually offensive, Merriam-Webster 
will continue to list the first, and ear- 
liest use of “nigger,” which came mp 
American writing around 1700, as * 
black person. 

Ms. Abraham wants the publish- 
ers to drop references to the targeted 
group from definition of such slurs. 
She said she had collected more than 
10,000 signatures. 

However, Ms. Burns said 
Merriam-Webster cannot do more 
than “make very, very clear that these 
words are considered offensive and 
people should be careful if they 
choose to use them.” 


between the San H. Brown 
Foundation and tł Ronald H. Brown| 
Commercial Cener in Johannesburg. 
“Following die success of thel 
President’s tour sf Africa, the Ronald 
H. Brown Foundation views this ti 
las crucial to thegstablishment of crit- 
ical ties with tte business community 
in South Africy” said Brown. 


Record number of 
African-American 
Republican 


candi in Georgia 


WASHINGTON—Republican| 
Dit ae iee Co-Chairman] 

Pat Hi hailed the Georgia State| 
Party's 


that a KaRa number of 21 Amean 

ifans have qualified as candi- 
dates fpr office in the 1998 electioni 
cycle $ evidence of the GOP and its! 
New Najority Council’s success in| 


the base of the 

Hafrison called the announce- 
ment the beginning of the next 
wave that will sweep] 
fhe country,” noting that con- 
ican efforts to return 
n resources and decisions to} 
and communities, lower 
taxes, grengthen retirement security 
land foger a drug-free America are 
Iresonatihg in every community across 
the courftry. 

“Spkaker Newt Gingrich and 
Majority Leader Trent Lott deserve! 
lenormogs credit for keeping the 
debate jon our country’s future} 
focused in a positive and productive! 
direction,” Harrison said. 


across 


jeducati| 
parents 


Cuomo and Cleaver form pack” 
between HUD and NCBM $ 


NEW ORLEANS — Housing 
and Urban Development Secretary 
Andrew Cuomo and National 
Conference of Black Mayors 
President Emanuel Cleaver signed a 
partnership agreement pledging 
HUD and NCBM to work together 
on a broad range of economic 
development and housing initiatives 
to benefit America’s cities. 

The agreement, signed at 
NCBM’s 24th annual convention in 
New Orleans, includes provisions 
saying HUD will provide up to 
$200,000 in technical assistance 
services to help NCBM and member 
mayors benefit from participation in 
the Department's programs. 
‘Members of the National 
Conference of Black Mayors are 
playing an important role in revital- 


Students petition 
to wear African 
cloth to graduation 


ARVADA, Colo. (AP) — Four 
African-American students at Arvada 
igh School are relying on a 1969 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling in their 
fight to wear strips of Ghanaian 
Kente cloth with their robes on grad- 
uation day. 

In the ruling, the court said stu- 
dents and teachers do not shed their 
rights to freedom of 


iChaperones say Black 
denied service 
lat Denny’s 


BALTIMORE (AP) — Deiny’s 
restaurant chain, four years aftr set- 
iing a racial discrimination Awsuit} 
for $46 million, was stung agin by al 
group of black sixth-grade students| 
fand their chaperones who id they 
were denied service at : Florida} 
frestaurant. 

‘The group, on a tripto Disney] 
World from Baltimore, entered al 
Denny’s restaurant in Jcoee, Fla, 
recently and were not greted or seat-| 
led, officials at 
[Elementary-Middle Schol said. 

The incident will E investigated, 
fsaid Ray Hood-Phillip; chief diversi- 
hy officer for Spartankirg, S.C.-based| 
Denny's. The post yas created fol- 
lowing the 1994 sett#ment. 

“If we find tht discrimination} 
has occurred, it doea’t matter if it’s al 
[company store or airanchise unit, we} 
take swift action,” Mis. Hood-Phillips| 
aid. 


NY State blocks funds 


for Apollo theater over 
financing cuestions 


NEW YOK — As a result of 
ions ofansavory 

land missing;evenue at the famed 
Apollo Theatr, NY State and City 
fficials havethreatened to cancel the] 
Apollo Theser Foundation’s theater 
lease and «dissolve its board. The} 
threats will come reality unless the! 
theater provides its annual financial) 
Istatements rom 1993 through 1997. 

To dat, State officials have held 
'up $400,000 in loans and grants until 
questions are answered about the| 
foundation's use of federal and state! 
laid. Menbers of the Apollo Theater| 
Foundatn are questioning why it has 


figgins, barricaded themselves inside} 
Ithe h ts Feb. 20 as police tried to 
serve Higgins with a 15-year-old war- 
rant fod ‘Michigan, Higgins fatally 
slit his throat when police rushed into} 
the house, and authorties took Ms. 
Jones to a state mental hospital. 
‘After reading the ¢11 transcript, al 
Lexington psychologist said the deci- 
sion to intervene gid seek mental 
health treatment for he rising literary! 


star was a good ong “As distraught as 
Ishe was I don’t thik there was any- 
Ithing else they ogild do,” said psy- 
Ichologist Marily Marx. 


speech or expression at the school 
house gate.” 

“I would hope that the school 
authorities would decide to just per- 
mit this without it having to be 
resolved by lawyers,” said Mark 
Silverstein of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, which is backing the 
students, 

Attorneys for the school district 
are looking at free speech issues, said 
district spokeswoman Kay Pride. 

Kabuki Ocansey, 18, whose par- 
ents were born in Ghana, had her 
father order the Kente cloths hand- 
woven with the words “Arvada High 
School Class of 1998.” In Ghana, the 
multicolored cloth is worn by anyone 
on special occasions. 

“This signifies the pride we have 
in our heritage and culture,” Ocansey 
said. Other graduates should be able 
to celebrate their heritage, as long as 
it is done in a respectful way, she 
said. 

‘Arvada requires students to sign 
a contract saying they will wear only 
the standard-issue cap and gown. The 
contract stems from disruptions at 
past graduations and the communi- 
ty’s desire for a more dignified cere- 
mony, Jefferson County Supervisor 
Ron Horn said. 


GOP candidate 
contrite about 
racial notes 


DALLAS (AP) — A Republican 
appeals court nominee made racial 
comments to his bailiff, according to 
handwritten notes pulled from a 
wastebasket and kept more than 10 
years by acritic of the judge. 

State District Judge Mike 
Keasler of Dallas wrote in one note 
that a lawyer “better get rid of those 
blacks” as potential jurors. He com- 
plained that a black prosecutor said 

“axed” instead of “asked.” In 
another note, he referent H someone 
as “the national tearduct of 
Mexico.” 

Keasler, who is running for the 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, 
told The Dallas Morning News that 
the notes were his. 

“I have no excuse for these 
notes. There can be none. I apolo- 
gize,” Keasler said. 

“I am not a racist,” Keasler 
reportedly told the newspaper when 
he was shown copies of the notes in 
his office. He said he has treated all 
people in his courtroom equally. 

Keasler declined to make any 
further comment when contacted by 
the Associated Press. “I've already 
made the only comments I’m going 
to make,” he sai 

Keasler, 35, a state district judge 
in Dallas since 1981, won the 
Republican appeals court nomina- 
tion in a runoff April 14 to challenge 
incumbent Judge Charles F. 
“Charlie” Baird, a Democrat, in the 
November general election. 

“The Court of Criminal 
Appeals is no place for Keasler to 
work on his comedy act,” McBride 
said. 


izing America’s communities,” 
Cuomo said. “I came to New 
Orleans because I wanted to tell 

NCBM members personally that 
your hard work and your dedication 
are making life better for millions 
of Americans.” 

UD and the National 
Conference of Black Mayors will 
work together as partners to rever: 
decades of decline in our cities, 
said Cleaver, 

Kansas City, Mi 
“Working together, we can hell 
create more affordable housing ink 


who is Mayor of 


homeownership, we can attrac! 
more new businesses and jobs t 
our cities, we can reduce housin; 
discrimination, and we can brini 
sou È piponeniy to all parts 
Americ: 


n 


Andrew Cuomo, Secretary of Housing and Urban development, encour- 
aged members of the National Conference of Black Mayors to apply for 
additional funding through HUD’s Super NOFA (notice of funding availabil- 


ity}—a funding vel 


le for organizations and agencies to apply for more 


than $3 billion in grants for a variety of programs. With him in photo from 
left, is New Orleans mayor Marc Morial and Conference president Emanuel 


Clever, Mayor of Kansas City, Mo. 


Hillary Clinton to 
deliver Howard 
University’s 
commencement 
address 


WASHINGTON—United States 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
delivered the F 
commence- 


University’s 

130th Com- 

mencement 

Convoca- 

, Satur- 
9. 


T heb. -= 
commence. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
ment will mark Mrs. Clinton’s third 
official visit to Howard University in 
the last year. In June 1997, she deliv- 
ered the commencement address for 
Howard University’s education part- 
ner, Banneker High School. Also in 
June 1997, the diplomatic community 
convened at the University where 
Mrs. Clinton presented a slide show 
on her tour of the African continent. 
Howard University’s 1998 gradu- 


bring the total alumni popu- 
lation to more than 85,000. Notable 
Howard University alumni include: 
the late U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall, Nobel Laureate 
and Pulitzer Prize-winner Toni 
Morrison, former United Nations 
Ambassador Andrew Young, 
“Amistad” Producer Debbie Allen, 
Attorney and Civil Rights Leader 
Vernon’ Jordan, Alliance Capital 
Man 


City News, Dun & Bradstreet and PSE& G congratulate the 


100 Most Influential 


for their contributions in fostering the progress of black people and 
rebuilding New Jersey’s urban communities. 
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Strong threads in 


There 


100 individuals rec 


1 gift—and yet they are a duty. 


the way for everyone of us. 


is a saying: Service is the rent you pay for your space on earth, 
Personal achievements actually don’t count for very much if the achievements} 
Jo not touch or help someone else. Service to your community may be taxing| 
and at times frustrating, but the rewards of recognition eventually come. 
Thursday, May 7 was one of those nights. The City News 100 Most 
Influential was an opportunity for those who have given of themselves to our| 
əmmunity to get that recognition from grateful supporters. The applause these| 
ived is more than well deserved and serves as encourage- 
ment for everyone to become strong a thread in the fabric of life. 
The most important thing about people receiving this 
omplishments were because they had the desire and the will. The real 
aatisfactions begin from within, they emanate outward and go full circle. They] 


this is not the first recognition year’s 100 Most Influential have received, 
and it certainly will not be the last. They, along with their predecessors and suc- 

sors are to be congratulated and encouraged again and again. They are our 
role models, our mentors and the ones we should look up to because they lead} 


the fabric of life 


is that 


OPINION 


A Message To My SISTAS 
from Assata Shakur 


By Assata Shakur 


At this time, I’d like to say a 
few words especially to my sistas... 


BLACK PEOPLE WILL 
NEVER BE FREE UNLESS 
BLACK WOMEN PARTICIPATE 
IN EVERY ASPECT OF OUR 
STRUGGLE, ON EVERY LEVEL 
OF OUR STRUGGLE. 

I think that Black women, more 
than anybody on the face of the 
earth, recognize the urgency of our 
situation. Because it is We who 
come face to face daily with the 


Helping our neighbors: 
community action works! 


By Robert Roush 


One of the biggest issues in the 


are system. 
changes are affecting the lives of 
nillions of low-income people, and 
Community Action Agencies are 
rking on behalf of individuals 
nd families to help them navigate 
rough the resulting anxiety and 
nfusion 
\s the gap between rich and 
NORWESCAP serves 
iny people in Somerset County 
sh community food, child 
nutrition and education on 
ms which promote self-suffi- 
In the past year alone, we 
S our successes a Food Bank 
aich has distributed to 120 chari- 
in its three counties; child care, 
{ucation, activities or nutrition for 
hildren from infancy to high 
hool for 12,000 families in five 
es; Housing assistance 
ing energy and first time 
buying to 653 households; 


or grows, 


iency 


on and referral for literally 
nds more. 

In recognition of these contri- 

ns and of national Community 

ion Month, NORWESCAP is 

tting the word out on some of the 

ses of the people we serve. 


Community Action Month, a 
national effort to promote the suc- 
cesses of local agencies, will show- 
case the everyday achievements of 
our clients and volunteers. We want 
to emphasize Community Action’s 
identity in our area as a viable, 
working solution to moving people 
out of poverty. 

Our theme Community Action 
Works! Thousands of people across 
the country each year reach self- 
sufficiency thanks to Community 
Action. We help people help them- 
selves each day, at NORWESCAP 
where someone gets a job, a house 
or receives food, or a Head Start, 
every day. Community Action 
works because in addition to identi- 
fying and discussing the problems, 
we're finding solutions. 

Community Action is about real 
people: the individuals who volun- 
teer time and money; the individu- 
als and families who find a road out 
of poverty into self-sufficiency; and 
the agencies themselves whose ded- 
icated staff encourage and inspire. 
These are the faces who best repre- 
sent what Community Action is all 
about: people helping people. It’s 
Amazing What We Can Do 
Together! 


For more information on how to 
get involved in National Community 
Action Month activities, call Robert 
Roush, Associate Director 
Information and Marketing, 
908-454-7000. 


eople don’t seem 


to understand 


3y Carolyn Bennett 


n recently the president's 
ation on race came under 
{rom groups that fall outside the 
lling reason for these conver- 
People don’t seem to understand 
that these Conversations are not eth- 
versations or intellectual 
reises or ideological dialogues. 
They are not forums for conserva- 
live, liberal or progressive opinion 
About an abstraction called race. 
They rise out of a particular 
sal need. This nation needs to 
finish the unfinished business of 
ry-that includes all re 
in black and white. And we 
to stop dancing around this 
ison for the conversations. 
They are and must be linked to 


& 


jan-Americans. And saying this 
Joes not diminish ethnic concerns. 
It is simply to say that their prob- 
lems in America do not rise from the 

The conie historic and pre- 
t-day mixture of U. S. slavery 


white people. Not about ethnic 
ps, though similar acts of 
ion have been imposed on 
these ethnic groups in America. 
sickness in present-day 
ociety is rooted in an institution of 
I that was practiced by and 
rofited from by whites on the backs 
ks. So the conversation must 
lack-white conversation that 


welp Americans bridge the 


gap between past and human possi- 
bility. 

To get from past to possibility 
requires a healing that enables black 
and white to stop denying the past 
and turning away from its pain-as 
many did recently in their choice of 
films. 

In their recent choice of films, 
many Americans illustrated their 
inability to face the past by refusing 
to see or award an Oscar for the 
untold (dramatized) slave trade 
story of Amistad. Instead they 
flocked to the much told sinking 
ship story of Titanic. 

The residual of slavery is a sick- 
ness neither race can get over or 
wish away. The pain and fear sur- 
rounding it is seeded in the grain. 
And until the two races get to the 
core of their problem through con- 
versation: talk about slavery’s past 
and its present burden—there can be 
no real peace and justice in 
America. 

This burden between black and 
white runs deep to the bone. But if 
Americans keep talking long after 
President Clinton has lowered the 
profile of national dialogue on 
race, we can overcome our sickness. 
If later administrations resume 
national conversations on race and 
if more and more black and white 
Americans form and join conversa- 
tions in their local communities, 
there is a good chance that we will 
get over this blight on America’s 
character that has long crippled us. 

Once black and white 
Americans have freed themselves 

y finishing the unfinished business 
of slavery, they will be free to link 
with ethnic groups it securing free- 
dom and justice for all people. 
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of our And 
because it is We who have borne the 
major responsibility of raising our 
children. And it is We who have to 
deal with the welfare systems that 
do not care about the welfare of our 
children. And it is We who have to 
deal with the school systems that do 
not educate our children. It is We 
who have to deal with the racist 
teachers who teach our children to 
hate themselves. It is We who have 
seen the terrible effects of meii 
on our children. 

I JUST WANT TO TAKE A 
MOMENT OUT TO EXPRESS MY 
LOVE TO ALL OF YOU WHO 
RISK YOUR LIVES DAILY 
STRUGGLING OUT HERE ON 
THE FRONT LINES. 

We who have watched our 
young grow too old, too soon. We 
who have watched our children 
come home more angry and frus- 
trated and seen them grow more bit- 
ter, more llusioned with the 
passing of each day. And We who 
have seen the sick, trapped look on 
the faces of our children when they 
come to fully realize what it means 
to be Black in Amerikkka. And We 
know what deprivation is. How 
many times have We run out of bus 
fare, rent-money, food money and 
how many times have our children 
gone to school in hand-me-down 
clothes, with holes in their shoes? 
We know what a hell-hole 
Amerikkka is. 

We're afraid to let our children 
go out and play. We're afraid to 
walk the streets at night. We sistas, 
we have seen our young, the babies 
that We brought into this world 
with such great hopes for, We have 
seen their bodies bloated and 
aching from drugs, scarred and 
deformed by bullet holes. We know 
what oppression is. We have been 
abused in every way imaginable. 
We have been abused economically, 
politically. We have been abused 
physically, and We have been 
abused sexually. 

And sistas, We have a long and / 


Í 


glorious history of struggle on this 
land/planet. Afrikan women were 
strong and courageous warriors 
long before We came to this country 
in chains. And here in Amerikkka, 
our sistas have been on the front- 
lines. Sista Harriet Tubman led the 
underground railroad. And sistas 
like Rosa Parks, Fannie Lou Hamer, 
Sandra Pratt and our Queen Mother 
Moore have carried it on ! 

Sistas, We have been the back- 
bone of our communities, and We 
have got to be the backbone of our 
nation. We have got to build strong 
family units, based on love and 
struggle. We don’t have no time to 
play around. 

A REVOLUTIONARY 
WOMAN CAN'T HAVE NO 
REACTIONARY MAN. If he’s not 
about liberation, it he’s not about 
struggle, if he ain’t about building a 
strong Black nation, then he ain’t 
about nothing ! 

We know how to struggle. We 
know how to struggle and finagle to 
survive. We know what it means, 
sistas, to struggle tooth and nail. 
We know what it means to struggle 
with love. We know what is unity 
is. We know what sistahood is. We 
have always been kind to each 
other, brought each other hot soup 
and biscuits. We have always 
helped each other through the hard 
times. 

Sistas, We must celebrate 
Afrikan womanhood. We don’t 
want to be like Miss Ann. She can 
keep her false eyelashes and her 
false, despoiled image of woman- 
hood. She can keep her mink stole 
and her French provincial furniture. 
We will define for ourselves what 
womanhood is. And We will create 
‘our own style and our own ways of 
dress. We can’t have no white man 
in France telling Afrikan women 
what to look like. We will create 
our own way of being and living 
our own New Afrikan culture, tak- 
ing the best of the old and mixing 
with the new. 

SISTAS, WE HAVE GOT TO 
TAKE CONTROL OF OUR LIVES 
AND OUR FUTURE WHEREVER 
WE ARE. AND WE HAVE GOT 
TO ORGANIZE OURSELVES 
INTO A STRONG BODY OF 
AFRIKAN WOMEN... 


Assata Shakur is a Black 
Panther Party-Black Liberation 
Army Political Prisoner-in-exile in 
revolutionary Cuba. She is a moth- 
er, a grandmother, a writer, a 
dancer and a longtime human 
rights activist. She is the author of 
pi jata. Any autobiography 
rence Hill’ Books, ye 


‘Transforming black studies’ 


Dr. Manning Marable 


African-American Studies, 
once considered an insurgent out- 
sider in white academic circles, has 
in recent years become part of the 
intellectual establishment. 

Nearly all major universities 
have established programs, depart- 
ments and research centers in 
African-American Studies, a§ well 
as other innovative interdisciplinary 
programs in gender studies and eth- 
nic studies. The core requifements 
of undergraduate curricula usually 
include one or more courses in non- 
western or gender __ studies. 
Foundations are now actively sup- 
porting a number of major research 
projects initiated by black studies 
scholars. Most programs work 
cooperatively with other traditional 
departments, even those programs 
which have an ideological adher- 
ence to “Afrocentrism.” 

Yet this success has been 
achieved at a certain price. As black 
studies is being assimilated into the 
mainstream academic discourse, 
perhaps it is important to restate the 
key ideas that informed the histori- 
cal development of the field itself. 

At the heart of black studies is 
the black intellectual tradition, an 
enormous body of scholarship in 
the social science and humanities 
by and about people of African 
descent. That intellectual tradition 
has generally been “descriptive”, 

“corrective” and prescriptive.” 
Scholars sought first to provide 
thick description of the substance 
and contours of black life and histo- 
ry. They examined the reality of the 
black experience from the point of 
view of black people themselves. It 
is from that perspective that histori- 
cal knowledge can be constructed to 
accurately describe the contours of 
black consciousness and collective 
identity. 

The black intellectual tradition 
has been “corrective” in its attempts 
to critique the racist stereotypes and 
assumptions of black biological, 
genetic or cultural inferiority which 
unfortunately still exist within 
much white scholarship. It chal- 
lenged Eurocentric notions of aes- 
thetics and beauty, which have 
often been grounded in a contempt 
for black culture. 

Finally, black studies was also 
prescriptive — it viewed knowl- 
edge production as being integral to 
the construction of alternative 
strategies and programs dedicated 
to the eradication of racism and the 
empowerment of black people. In 


Short, there were both theoretical 
and practical connections between 
scholarship and social change. The 
function of, black studies scholar- 
Ship should be more than the cele- 
bration of heritage and self-esteem; 
it must utilize history and culture as 
tools through which an oppressed 
people can interpret their common 
experiences, for the larger purposes 
‘of transforming their actual condi- 
tions and the entire society. 

The classical black intellectual 
tradition that has developed over 
More than a century reflected these 
general tenets. W.E.B. Du Bois was 

t only a great sociologist and hi 
rian, but also the co-founder of 
je NAACP and the “father of Pan- 
fricanism.” C.L. 

brilliant cultural critic and historian 
tho was also intimately involved in 
lack anti colonial movements in 
frica and the Caribbean. Even 
Gonservative scholars like sociolo- 
ist Charles S. Johnson actively 
sed their scholarship in the effort 
dismantle Jim Crow segregation. 
_ The now-classical texts in black 
written before the 1960s 
re largely produced either out- 
side the academy or at segregated, 
all-black colleges. Despite little 
research support and few resources, 
‘WStandard of excellence was firmly 
e 
w 
ii 


tablished. These earlier scholars 
Werstood that critical research 
into the heart of black life and cul- 
ture had to be interdisciplinary. The 
p ls of black studies scholarship 
ild not be narrowly confined to 
parameters of traditional disci- 
ines set by Euro-American intel- 
lectuals. The best example of this is 
provided by the thought of Du Bois. 
Critical knowledge is always 
conjunctural, a product of its time. 
If black studies is to continue 
development as a theoretically rich, 
interdisciplinary field, it must con- 
timually challenge itself to under- 
stand contemporary black America. 
We must be in the forefront in help- 
ing to interpret the new social, eco- 
nomic, cultural and global forces at 
which are rapidly restructur- 
ing African-American communi- 
ties, as well as Africa and the black 
diaspora. 


Dr. Manning Marable is 
Professor of History and Director 
of the Institute for Research in 
African American Studies at 
Columbia University. 


Political Analysis: 


May 13-May 19,1998 


In the course of the last two 
weeks two incidents demonstrated the 
vacuum that exists in black leadership 
in our state. The first involved the og 
islative battle over the reform of our 
state’s automobile insurance system. 
The second was the shooting of three 
young black men by state police on 
the New Jersey Turnpike. The silence 
of black leadership on both counts 
was deafening. 

In Trenton most issues are debat- 
ed outside the orbit of black leader- 
ship. That is, the input of black elect- 
ed officials has little bearing on leg- 
islative outcomes. This is not a com- 
ment on the quality of leadership but 
the reality of legislature in which 
members who represent suburban 
constituents are predominant. There 
are those rare occasions, however 
when an issue falls square in the lap of 
black legislators. When this happens 
we should reasonably expect that the 
response will be swift and relevant. 
However, this 

‘ase in point, the debate over 
automobile insurance, All cee 


ing to confront this issue. laitoct wp 
one can use the excuse that they were 
not aware of the problems that persist 
in New Jersey in regards to ape 


DiFrancesco both announced Nhe 
intention to take on the issue. 


entire debate rested upon the manker 
in which urban drivers would be tre- 


sure. Speaker Collins’ decision u 

seek the elimination of rate caps fo 
urban motorist should have compelled 
black legislators to move expeditious- 
ly on behalf of their constituents. It 
did not. According to most analyses, 
the Assembly leader's bill would have 


my knowledge, at most, three black 
legislators publicly took exception to 
the Collins bill. Worse, very little 
information was filtered back into the 
community to forewarn urban resi- 
dents of the potential impact of the 
proposed legislation. 

Just as disturbing was the silence 


Thampike Black Le: still fh them- 
selves targeted for searches by state 
Le in e nion to oher dri- 


“si |, we hear very litle from 
black leadership on the specifié issue 
of the shooting or the state pilice, in 
general. To their credit, 
N.A.A.C.P. and the 
Council have issued 
regarding both, Yet, other intividuals 
and leaders of organizations who pur- 
port to represent the black cornmunity 
have been silent. Even state Attorney 
General Peter Veniero’s defen e of the 
current composition of the stått police 
force failed to evoke a response from 

lack elected officials. i 
The point that I am trying td make 
that in the midst of critical fissues 
\d events, our presence is ndt felt. If 
we have selected as on repre- 
se\atives are timid in their adyocacy, 
ouloncerns will never be addressed. 


By Dr. Lenora Fulani 


Each week I host a public affairs 
television show called Fulani!. My 
co-host, Dr. Fred Newman, and Ido 
a half-hour interview with newsmak- 
ers, authors, and political activists. 

Recently we taped a show with 
Robert Reich. Robert Reich was the 
U. S. Secretary of Labor in the first 
Clinton administration. Bill Clinton 
tapped him to be his economic advi- 
sor during the 1992 campaign and 
then to become his labor secretary. 
Reich recently wrote a book called 
Locked in the Cabinet about his 
experiences as a cabinet member. 

We discussed economic policy 
and the changes produced by global- 
ization. He talked about his feeling 
that while economic indicators were 
good, a downturn might be just 
around the corner. But most interest- 
ing to me was the discussion we had 
about how little he was able to 
impact on economic policy on behalf 
of the average American. Reich is a 
progressive economist. He coined 
the slogan, “Put People First” and 
Clinton picked it up during his first 
campaign. Of course, while Reich 
meant “Put People First,” Clinton 
meant: “Put the people who make 
major contributions to the 
Democratic Party first.” 

But Reich whether you agree 
with his particular policy approach 
or not is genuinely concerned with 
the huge and growing gap between 
the rich and everyone else in 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 13 


UNION—The Union County 
Economic Development Corporation 
presents “Business Opportunities with 
DoD," 9 am. to noon at the East 
‘Campus. For cost and rore informa- 
tion, call 908-527-1166. 


JERSEY CITY—The Dept. of 
Continuing Education of Hudson 
County Community College offers 
“Business Communications” from 
6:30 to 10 p.m. 201-714-2107. 


TUESDAY, MAY 18 


EAST BRUNSWICK—The New 
Jersey Chamber of Commerce hosts 
The Annual New Jersey Small 
Business Awards Luncheon at the 
Brunswick Hilton Hotel. For more info, 
call 609-989-7888. 


TUESDAY, MAY 19 


NEW BRUNSWICK—The U.S. Small 
Business Administration NJ District 
Office and the NJ Chamber of 
Commerce are sponsoring “Clearing 
Hurdles” - NJ Conference for Small 
Business at the Brunswick Hilton.609- 


NEW YORK—Professional Women in 
Construction holds its annual “Salute 
To Women of Achievement” luncheon 
at 11:30 a.m. For more information, 
call 212-687-0610. 


EAST BRUNSWICK—New Jersey 
Conference for Small Business fea- 
tures workshops on entrepreneurship, 
marketing and managing money at 
the Brunswick Hilton from 7:45 am to 
5 pm. For more info, call 609-989- 
7888. 


WHITE PLAINS, NY—Professional 
Women in Construction and New York 
Power Authority will hold a business 
networking event for construction and 
allied industries to “Meet The 
Construction Chiefs” at the Power 
Authority's Jaguar Room. For more 
info, call 212-687-0610. 


THURSDAY, MAY 21 
SOUTH CAROLINA—The 1998 
National Association of Market 
Developers Conference will be held at 
Adam's Mark Hotel in Columbia. For 
reservations, call 1-800-444-2326. 

‘WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 


NEW YORK—A Marketing and 
Business Expo will be held at the 
Sheraton new York Hotel and Towers. 
For more info, call 212-582-2334. 


Send your Business 
Calendar events to: 
CN Business Calendar 
P.O. Box 1774 
Plainfield, N.J. 07060 
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LOS ANGELES, CA — Earvin 
“Magic” Johnson, recording artist Janet 
Jackson, and music industry impresario 
Sheryl Busby have acquired the majori- 
ty interest in So. Central and E. Los 
Angeles’ Founders National Bank. The 
close to three million dollar investment 
was secured in March, signifying 
Johnson’s, Jackson’s, and Busby’s com- 
mitment to continuing Founders’ legacy 
as the only African American owned 
and operated commercial bank in 
Californi 

As majority shareholders, Johnson, 
Jackson, and Busby have formed the 
JJB Partnership. As the general partner, 
Theryl Busby will continue to serve on 
Founders Board and will work closely 
with Founders Chairman, President and 
CEO, Cariton Jenkins, in shaping the 
bank’s future strategy. Founders oper- 
ates five branch locations throughout 
the So. Los Angeles community, includ- 
ing: Lynwood; Compton; on Crenshaw 
(at Stocker); on Western (at 43rd); and 
USC/downtown. The revenue infusion 
from JJB’s acquisition will enable. 
Founders to increase and exj its 
consumer and business lending within 


a 
Janet Jackson 
the Los Angeles community. 

“We're extremely pleased to be part 
of Founders National Bank,” said 
Johnson, Jackson, and Busby in a joint 
statement. “We look forward to carrying 
on the bank’s strong and admirable her- 
itage and continuing to best serve the 
people of Los Angeles. The JJB part- 
nership will maintain an open-door pol- 
icy with Founders and the community, 
and will be actively involved in a myg- 


ad of civic, charitable and corporate 
affairs benefiting area residents.” 

“South Central and East Los 

Angeles produce many fine and resper 
ed professionals; athletes, musicians, 
artists, businessmen and more,” said 
Jenkins. “When those people retum to 
the city to give back’ in the way that 
Earvin Johnson, Janet Jackson and 
Sheryl Busby have in their involvement 
with Founders, that’s when our city, asa 
whole, moves forward.” 
‘Since Jheryl Busby’s board 
appointment more than a year ago, 
Jheryl has greatly contributed to the 
„advancement and direction of Founders 
National Bank,” said Leon 
Founders Chairman Emeritus. “I feel 
our future is in good hands.” 

Jenkins will continue his important 
and long-standing position at Founders, 
while Jenkins’ grandfather, Founders’ 
former controlling shareholder and 
Chairman Emeritus, Leon Garr, elected 
to sell the majority of his interest in the 
bank. After investing nearly one million 
dollars to purchase the Founders institu- 
tion in 1990, Garr along with Jenkins 
and a team of outside investors, grew 


Celebrities purchase Founders National Bank 


Magic Johnson 
the Los Angeles-based African- 
American institution to five branch 
offices with collective assets in excess 
of $100 million. 

Founded in 1991, Founders 
National Bank is the only African 
American owned commercial bank in 
Califomia, and one of the most signifi- 
cant in the U.S. 


WESTIFIELD—Although there 
are a variety of specific investment 
objectives, they usually fit into three 
broad categories: safety, growth or 
income, Safety relates to how secure 
your principal is. The criteria is that 
there is little or no risk of losing part 
of your dollars you invest. Growth 
refers to appreciation in an invest- 
ment’s value. As its “price” goes up, 
you can sell it for more than you 
paid. However, it’s important to 
remember that time is the ingredient 
usually needed to achieve investment 
growth. Income investments, on the 
other hand, offer regular payments 
over an extended period of time 
beginning soon after you make the 
investment. 

It is very likely that your invest- 


ment goals fall into at least one or 
two of these camps. If, for example, 
you are saving for a young child’s 
college education or building a nest 
egg for your retirement, you are 
probably most interested in growth 
investments. You may even be will- 
ing to take on more risk to achieve 
your goal if you have a long enough 
time horizon. i 
However, if you are retired Or 
about to be, and will be depending on 
the income your portfolio generates 
to supplement your pension or sočial 
security, your primary investment 
objective will be income with safety 
a close second. i 
Probably the most important Key 
to successful investing is to make 
certain that your financial goal 


matches up with the objective of your 
chosen investment. This may be a 
more difficult task for some than oth- 
ers. If you put together a portfolio 
piecemeal over the years, without 
any overall strategy, you may have 
collected a hodgepodge of mutual 
funds, individual stocks and bonds or 
annuities that don’t meet your specif- 
ic needs as well as they should. Too 
often people purchase the “hot? 
investment of the moment, are sold 
unsolicited over the telephone or try 
to help friends out by buying an 
investment they are promoting. Thus 
their portfolios could easily hold too 
many growth investments when what 
they really need is income vehicles. 
On the other hand, you may, like 
some investors, take the line of least 


Matching your investments to your goals 


resistance and simply place all your 
money into the most convenient and 
secure vehicle you can find - without 
any regard to why you are saving. 
More often than not, this instrument 
will be money market funds or cer- 
tificates of deposits (CDS) that are 
continually rolled over into new ones 
as they mature. What you may really 
be looking for is long-term growth 
for goals 10 to 15 years away but 
instead have investments that are set 
up to generate current income. You 
would be much better served if you 
shifted at least part of your assets into 
growth-type investments, like stocks 
or stock mutual funds. Then your 
portfolio would match more closely 
with your investment goal as well as 
produce better results. 


Laws of Success by Herbert Harris 
is a well-organized treatment of the 
basic principles of personal success. 
The author has organized the broad 
spectrum of self-help approaches 
into twelve universal laws. These 
laws are presented showing their 
biblical foundations, often with 
metaphysical interpretations. 

Some of these laws are: The 
Law of Thought - “For as (they) 
thinketh in (their) heart, so are 
(they)” - (Proverbs 23:7); the Law 
of Change - “And not conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. . .” - 
(Romans 2:12); the Law of Action - 
But be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves” - James 1:22). 


that it 
refines and 
reduces 
religious 
and philo- 
sophical 
concepts 
into step by 
step action 
principles. 
It shows 
ways tO Herbert Harris 
improve 

your self images; overcome obsta- 
cles, fear and worry; build your 
self-discipline; make a Success plan 
that works ; a daily formula for 
achieving your goals; principles of 


Strateg 


NEW YORK —Whenever peo- 
ple hear about Robert Kelley’s field 
of expertise,. they always want the 
30-second sound-bite answer to ten 
0, whai’s the big 
. “What really 
makes some people stars at their 
jobs?” 

Kelley, who consults for major 
corporations and teaches at Carnegie 
Mellon University, has found that 
most people have their own ideas 
about success. Surely, the most pro- 
ductive white-collar workers are the 
ones with the highest IQ or the most 
self-confidence...er the smoothest 
social skills. But surprisingly, none 
of these answers is true as Kelley 
and his colleagues have proven 
through ten years of productivity 
research and training, at organiza- 
tions like AT&T, 3M, and Hewlett- 
Packard. 


‘As Kelley explains in How To 
Be A Star At Work (Times Books), 
being a star performer has little to do 
with your intelligence, creativity, 
sociability, or ambition. Once you 
exceed the minimum levels of these 
qualities needed for a particular job, 
there’s no correlation between how 
smart or creative or social you are 
and how effective you are at work. 
. What distinguishes stars are the 
į strategies they use to do their own 
«a work and to work effectively with 
others — strategies that allow them 
to double their productivity while 
+ working less. The fact that stars are 
{ made, not born, is great news for 
= anyone looking to boost his or her 
2 productivity, which translates direct- 
» ly into better jobs, higher salaries, 
3 and a wider range of career opportu- 
$ nities. 
Through his consulting practice 
{and through the “Breakthrough” 
+ training program he helped cus- 


ies for success 


How To Be A Star At Work 
teaches readers how to improve their 
day-to-day behavior by using 


about teams, but stars know how to 

avoid the pitfalls that often derail 

them. 
*O1 


— “Office 


Kelley's nine strate- 
reis 


ies: 

*Initiative—It’s not about find- 
ing little ways to do your job better, 
or volunteering to do little extras like 
planning the annual picnic. Star per- 
formers know that real initiative 
means going beyond your regular 
work to come up with new ideas that 
really help the company’s bottom 
line. 

* Networking—Average per- 
formers think it means socializing 
with the boss in hopes of getting a 
promotion. Star performers know it’s 
really about building good relation- 
ships with the knowledge gurus who 
can help you get your work done 
faster and better. 

* Self-Management—Don’t get 
hung up on whether your desk is 
clean or cluttered—that has nothing 
to do with success. The key is 
whether you’re sticking to the “criti- 
cal path” when you organize your 
time, work space, and goals. 

* Perspective—Average workers 
see everything from their own point 
of view, but stars learn to consider 
the spectives of their coll s, 


i; savy 
politics” has gotten a bad name. 


Stars know that developing “street 
credibility” with the right people can 
help them address conflicts and pro- 


p 
bosses, customers, and competitors. 

*Followership—You don’t have 
to be a spineless yes-person to be a 
good follower. There are smart ways 
to influence what happens while still 
checking your ego at the door. 

*Leadership—Don’t get blinded 
by the cult-hero worship of “Big L” 
leaders; instead, learn the secrets of 
influencing people through “Small 
L” leadership. 


*Teamwork—Everyone talks 


mote 
*Show-and-tell—people judge 


you by what you say and do during 
Stai 


P The 
improving your]  gweiye 
relationships: | | yniversal 
overcoming pro- Messi 
crastination; of 
how to be per- | | Success 


sistent and get 

results. 

Herbert's 
welve 

Affirmations To Live by”: 

I have a positive self image. 

Fbelieve in myself, 

I define my purpose and reason 

or living. 

I think positively with under- 


my purpose. 

I constantly visualize my pur- 
pose, seeing it clearly in my mind. 

T always focus on the positive. 

I have confidence and courage 
to be inner-directed. 

I have control of my mind, my 
body, my instincts, and my emo- 
tions. 

T always do it now 

I have a plan for my success. 

I persist in my efforts with 
kable faith in my own ability. 

T execute my plan and produce 
desired results. 
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meetings and i 
always know their audience and 
shape their message accordingly. 

In today’s hyper-competitive 
business world, workers who can 
prove their value to the bottom line 
enjoy a tremendous advantage. How 
To Be A Star At Work shows you 
step-by-step how to do it. 


Where can you get informa 
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n on starting . 


* tomize for Develop: Di 

* International, Kelley has helped hun- 
dreds of workers. He notes that his 
strategies have proven’ particularly 
valuable to women and minorities, 
$ “who tend not to have as many 
Í chances to learn these strategies 
| from on-the job mentors. Members 
of these groups have seen their pro- 
ductivity improvement rates soar as 
i much as 400% after being taught 
+ more effective work habits.” 
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SBA Initiative 
provides capital 
for NJ Black 
business 
owners 


NEWARK — The U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA) New 
Jersey District Office, and the 100 
Black Men of New Jersey joined 
forces recently to promote access to 
capital for New Jersey Black business 
owners through SBA’s loan and coun- 
seling programs. 

In making the announcement, 
Francisco A. Marrero, SBA’s New 
Jersey district director said, “This 
partnership means that many more 
African-American-owned businesses 
will be able to learn about, and take 
advantage of SBA’s programs, ser- 
vice and financial assistance. 

According to Marrero, the agree- 
ment between the two organizations 
calls for a series of educational pro- 
grams to be held for African- 
American businesses throughout the 
state and the establishment of a reg- 
istry of African-American bankers 
that are willing to review loans under 
the SBA Loan Guaranty 

“Specifically, the partnership 
aims to significantly increase SBA 
loans to African-American businesses 
in New Jersey and will also serve to 
educate the African-American busi- 
ness community on the many pro- 
grams and services that the SBA and 
New Jersey banks offer entrepreneurs 
who wish to start, build and grow suc- 
cessful businesses,” said Marrero, 

In a recent press conference, the 
organizations kicked off a six-month, 
multi-county series of workshops 
entitled, “New Jersey’s African- 
American Businesses in the 21st 
Century.” The seminars will feature 
sessions on small business issues and 
opportunities, including technical 
assistance and accessing capital. 

The SBA’s African-American 
outreach initiative is one part of a 
broader effort to reach under-served 
business communities. A similar pro- 
gram is underway with the Hispanic- 
American community, said Marrero. 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 13 


PLAINFIELD—Calvary Baptist Church 
will hold a “Holy Ghost Revival” 
through May 15th featuring area min- 
isters. 908-757-9572 


MONTCLAIR—Renown preacher and 
scholar Dr. JeremiahWright returns to 
NJ to be the featured revivalist at the 
annual Spring Convocation services of 
the St. Paul Baptist Church. 973-746- 
8338. 


‘SATURDAY, MAY 16 


MAPLEWOOD—Summit Chorale pre- 
sents “Spring Eternal” spring selec- 
tions from Orff's “Carmina Burana” at 
8 p.m. 973-762-8486, 


SUNDAY, MAY 17 


NEWARK—Bethany Baptist Church 
presents Bethune-Cookman College 
Choir sponsored by the Black College 
Committee at 4 p.m. at Bethany 
Baptist Church. 973-733-9307. 


SUMMIT—The Concord Singers of 
‘Summit join with Dance Innovations of 
Chatham to present a Spring Concert 
of new dimensions at 4 p.m. in 
John’s Lutheran Church. 908-464- 
7338, ext. 6879. 


|TUESDAY, JULY 14 


NEW BRUNSWICK—The Off- 
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Churches and 
Mosques 


Please send your 
religious editorials and 
calendar events to: 


City News 
Attn: Religious Calendar 
P.O. Box 1774 
Plainfield, NJ 07061 
or 
fax your calendar 
listings to: 908-753-1436 


Jeremiah Wright returns to St. Paul 


MONTCLAIR— Renown preacher 
and scholar Dr. Jeremiah Wright retums 
to New Jersey May 11-15, to be the fea- 
tured revivalist at the annual Spring 
Convocation services of the St. Paul 
Baptist Church in Montclair, New 
Jersey. 

Marking his third visit to St. Paul, 
Dr. Wright is the pastor of the 6,000 
member Trinity United Church of Christ 
in Chicago, the largest and fastest grow- 
ing church in the United Church of 
Christ. A graduate of 
University (AB and MA), the 
University of Chicago Divinity School 
MA) and the United Theological 
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio(D. Min), Dr. 
Wright has shared his gifts of teaching at 
many institutions of higher leaming and 
has lectured on many topics including 
The Black Religious Tradition, Black 
Theology, and The Black Religious 


Traditions & Urban Spirituality. 

The recipient of numerous awards 
and honors, this dynamic pastor and 
preacher is also a gifted songwriter and 
the author of several books and publica- 
tions. Among the varied titles he has 
penned are: What Makes You So 
Strong? Africans Who Shaped Our 
Faith, Good News, Sermons of Hope for 
the Family, and When Black Men Stand 
Up for God. Known throughout this 
country and abroad as one of the great- 
est gospel preachers’ of our era, Dr. 
Wright has also co-mentored two doc- 
toral programs at United Theological 
Seminary. 

Joining Dr. Wright will be the 
dynamic and prophetic Dr. John Kinney, 
Dean of the School of Theology at 
Virginia Union University in Richmond, 
Virginia, who will be the bible study 
leader for the church's Christian 


Education Institute, also to be held May 
1 1-15. A native of Wheeling, West 
Virginia, Dr. Kinney received graduate 
and undergraduate degrees from 
Marshall University in Huntington, 


` West Virginia and Virginia Union 


University School of Theology in 
Richmond, Virginia. In 1979, he was 
awarded his Ph.D. from Columbia 
University/Union Theological 
Seminary in New York. 

Dr. Kinney has devoted himself to 
the pursuit of excellence in theological 
training and preparation and has distin- 
guished himself as a systematic theolo- 
gian, academician, and administrator in 
a career that spans some twenty years. 
His commitment to the needs of the 
community at large is apparent by. his 
varied activities, membership in profes- 
sional societies and organizations, and 
involvement with other community ser- 


Managing stress 


By Junious Stanton 

The popular buzzword of our 
jes is stress. Stress is defined as a 
strain whether physical or psy- 
chological — a response to change. It 
he root cause of most ill- 


heart attacks a: 
than any other ethnic group in the 
United States. Stress has been associat- 
ed with such diverse ailments as hyper- 
tension, allergies, ulcers, muscular 
aches and pains, overeating, anxiety 
depression, poor memory, elevated 
cholesterol and stroke, just to mention 
a few. Most, people who visit a prima- 
ry care physician are there for stress- 
related symptoms. 

We should understand that stress is 
inevitable, it is a part of living. We all 
experience or manifest some type of 
stress daily in our lives. The only peo- 
ple with no stress are in the cemeter 


all stress is not harmful or debilitating. 
In fact stress is good for us, we need it 
to assist us in living and forging our 
way in life. All this may seem strange, 
but it is true, There are two kinds of 
stress, the good kind called eustress 
and the bad kind called distress. Before 
differentiating between the two, I must 
point out that the determining factor 


about whether you experience eustress: 
or distress depends entirely upon you! 

Stress is not predicated upon what 
happens to you or your experiences; 
rather it is a direct outgrowth of your 
perceptions, beliefs and responses to 
what happens. Two people can go 
through the same situation and respond 
in totally different ways. That’s the 
good news about life and living. The 
way we color our world determines the 
type of stress we will experience, 
whether it is eustressful or distressful, 

Eustress, the good kind of stress is 
the feeling of being prepared, in con- 
trol ready for whatever comes your 
way. It’s like when you study for a test 
and when you open the test booklet 
you know alll the answers. That’s men- 
ial eustress. Physical eustress is when 
you are in the zone, when you are 
clicking on all cylinders. The golf ball 
rockets off the tee landing close to the 
hole; the basket appears three feet wide 
and you can’t miss, and as a batter you 
see the rotation and movement of the 
baseball and it looks as big as a medi- 
cine ball. That’s eustress. Eustress is 
when you feel so confident you believe 
that no matter what happens you will 
do well, even during the worst case 
scenario. Eustress is health- enhancing 
because your mind and body are ready 
and poised, expecting and anticipating 
things to work out for the best. 


Distress is the opposite psycholog- 
ical and emotional state. You feel over- 
whelmed, inadequate, unprepared and 
powerless. You are full of worry, anxi- 
cty and fear. Your fears weigh you 
down, sap your energy and you expect 
the worst and feel powerless to prevent 
impending disaster. You are incon- 
solable, even by friends and associates 
who know you are capable of success. 
You have mesmerized yourself by 
thinking about doom and gloom. Your 
body responds appropriately. Over 
long periods of time distress con- 
tributes to illness and physical and 
emotional breakdown, The constant 
triggering of the fighv/light physiolog- 
ical response within our bodies causes 
chronic disease, hypertension (elevat- 
ed blood pressure), anxiety, tension or 
sleep disorders, just to mention a few. 

You don't have to suffer the 
adverse effects of distress. The key is 
to leam how to manage your stress. 
Since stress is an indispensable part of 
living, the sooner we learn to effective- 
ly(custressfully) manage stress the bet- 
ter our lives will become. 

You have the power to control 
your responses to whatever happens to 
you or whatever is going on in your 
life. You have the power to chjoose 
how you will respond in every situa- 
tion, When you think about it, isn’t that 
the way it should be? 
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vices. As consultant to the American 
Baptist Convention, the Progressive 
National Baptist Convention, the 
Baptist General Convention of Virginia, 
and both the United States Navy and 
Army Chaplain Corps, Dr. Kinney is 
nationally and internationally known 
not only as a prolific scholar, but also as 
a gifted preacher. 

In addition to the aforementioned 
preachers, St. Paul will also its annual 
Eugenia Parker Concert Series as part of 
the Spring Convocation event. 
Appearing on May 17 will be the 
renown Wooten Choral Ensemble of 
Chicago, Illinois. Celebrating their 48th 
anniversary, this dominant ensemble has 
remained a fixture in the city of Chicago 
and throughout the nation as one of this 
country’s best singing aggregations. 

On May 24, closing out this year’s 
Spring Convocation will be a special 
benefit concert featuring the Friendship 
Baptist Church Mass Choir from Yorba, 
Califomia. An exciting and talented 


An attitude 


By Junious Stanton 


Have you ever been around peo- 
ple who whine constantly? They 
never have anything constructive or 
optimistic to say. All they do is com- 
plain and moan about their lives? Do 
you find yourself chiming in, grip- 
ping about whatever the topic of the 
day-is, joining the chorus of naysay- 
ing and negativity? Without sound- 
ing too Pollyannish, instead of com- 
plaining about your life, start count- 
ing your blessings. Use your energy 
constructively by being thankful for 
both the “good” and the “bad” 
you’ ve experienced. 

We need to cultivate an attitude 
of. gratitude. According to the 
Dictionary of Psychology, an atti- 
tude “is a relatively stable and 
enduring predisposition to behave or 
react in a certain way towards per- 
sons, objects, institutions or issues; 
tendencies to respond to people, 
institutions or events either positive- 
” The definition 
continues, “the source of attitudes 
are cultural, familial and personal.” 

Despite the fact that many of our 
ideas, values and attitudes are 
shaped or passed on to us by others 
(relatives, social and cultural insti- 
tutions cic.) we have the power and 
ability to formulate our own. Even if 
you grew up in an atmosphere or 
environment that was pessimistic, 
cynical or hostile, you have the 
power and ability to change. You 
can be different! You can, form your 
own ideas about the world, yourself 
and how to relate to it in a healthy 


group of young people, this concert 
event is guaranteed to be a blessing to 
every one*who attends. Adept at both 
traditional and contemporary styles, the 
choir will be performing selections from 
their new CD. 

Alll Spring Convocation events are 
open to the public and seating is on a 
first come, first served basis. Nightly, 
the start time for the week-long 
Christian Education Institute bible study 
is 7 p.m. with revival services beginning 
promptly at 8 p.m, The time for the May 
17 and May 24 gospel concerts is 5 p.m. 
Please note the May 24th benefit con- 
cert is a ticketed event and all tickets are 
priced at $25. All eeds from this 
event will go to the scholarship fund of 
St. Paul’s Youth Education Advisory 
Council (YEAC) . 

St. Paul Baptist Church is located at 
119 Elm Street in Montclair, New 
Jersey. Rev. Dr. V. DuWayne Battle is 
the pastor. For directions and additional 
information, please call 973-746-8338. 


of gratitude 


and constructive fashion. You can 
cultivate a predisposition towards 
optimism and being appreciative for 
life and all the experiences that 
come your way. Why should I be 
thankful for the pain, trauma and 
problems in my life, you ask? 
Because pain is a signal that some- 
thing is amiss. It alerts you to 
disharmony and imbalance in your 
life, personal relationships and 
affairs. The pain is a signal to do 
something differently to change 
your life. Be thankful for it. 

Instead of being bitter, upset or 
discouraged, count your blessings, 
look for the empowering and 
ennobling potential inherent in each 
situation. Give thanks that there is a 
bright side. Cultivate a predisposi- 
tion to being optimistic, hopeful and 
grateful for the good things in your 
life. And if things aren’t going the 
way you think they should, make up 
your mind to do everything in your 
power to actualize your dreams. 
Give thanks that you have a dream 
to pursue and goals to strive for. If 
you don’t currently have a consum- 
ing dream or goal(s) for your life, 
formulate some and cultivate an atti- 
tude of gratitude for all the experi- 
ences that will come your way. 
Remember life is an ever-changing 
growth process. Growth and change 
are the law of life. 

Be thankful you are in the divine 
flow, no matter how the situation 
appears to you now. Remember 
things aren’t always what they 
seem. That’s something else we ail 
should be thankful for. 
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City News 7 


Calendar 


SUNDAY, MAY 14 


TEANECK—Holy Name Hospital will 
host a regional patient education sem- 
inar on diseases of the thyroid gland in 
conjunction withthe American Thyroid 
Association. The seminar will start at 
7:30pm in Marian Hall. For more infor- 
mation, call 201-471-2692. 


BELLE MEAD—Carrier Foundation in 

Belle Mead. is hosting a community 

program, “Stress & Humor” which will 

be held from 6:45 to 9 p.m. 908-281- 
17. 


SATURDAY, MAY 16 


BELLEVILLE—Clara Maass Center to 
hold community health and safety fair 
from Salm. to 2 p.m. on the campus of 
the Medical Center. 1-800-CLARA 


NEW. BRUNSWICK—The Arthritis 
Foundation’s NJ Chapter is sponsor- 
ing a conference at 8:30 a.m. in con- 
junction with the Community 
Education Dept. at Robert Wood 
Johnson University Hospital for those 
affected by arthritis in the hospital's, 
courtyard. 1-888-467-3112, 


NEW BRUNSWICK—The first annual 
patient and family conference on 
“Managing the Pain of Arthritis - 50 
Years of Knowledge” will be held at 
Robert Wood Johnson University 
Hospital from 9 a.m. to 3:40 p.m. 732- 
418-8110. 


SUNDAY, MAY 17 


ELMAR—Gather at The Taylor 
Pavilion at Fifth and Ocean in Belmar 
to walk along the Boardwalk and 
around the Belmar lakes. Registration 
begins in the Pavilion at 1p.m. Get 
your registration form from The Center. 
For more information on the 
Walkathon, call The Center 732-774- 

16. 


WATCHUNG—The American Red 
Cross Plainfield Area Chapter is hold- 
ing a blood drive from 8:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at St. Mary's of Stoney Hill. 908- 
756-6414. 


JERSEY CITY—Greenville Hospital 
will offer a Health Fair on site at the 
Hospital from 1 to 4 p.m, 201-547- 
6100. 


MONDAY, MAY 18 


PLAINFIELD—The American Red 
Cross Plainfield Area Chapter is hold- 
ing a blood drive from 8:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m, 908-756-6414. 


NEWARK—Approximately one 
million women under 20 years of 
age give birth each year in the 
United States. This statistic is high- 
er than any other country. Newark 
Beth Israel Medical Center, recog- 
nizes that in order to lower this sta- 
tistic, issues need to be addressed 
such as education and abstinence. 
More than 90 area residents attend- 
ed a recent seminar entitled “The 
Life of a Teenage Girl” at Beth 
Israel Center, which focused on 
these issues. 

Doctors’ Kenneth Kappy, Ann 
Marie Campbell, and Vharamala 
Bhatia addressed issues and 
answered questions on various birth 
control options, the importance of 
completing their education and the 
significance of maintaining a drug- 
free lifestyle. “Fertility is a respon- 
sibility,” said Dr. Campbell, associ- 
ate director of obstetrics and gyne- 
cology at Newark Beth Israel 
Medical Center, “If you are preg- 
nant or have a child, you can still 


attend school. You may not be able 
to join a gym and you may tire eas- 
ily, but the important thing to 
remember is that your baby needs 
someone to rely on and you need an 
education to achieve this.” 

‘An example of this determina- 
tion is Candice Corbitt, a 22 year 
old who had a child at 17. M: 
Corbitt explained, “It hasn’t been 
easy, but whatever you put your 
mind to you can accomplish.” She is 
currently in her junior year at 
Rutgers University and received an 
abundance of help from her family 
and by educating herself about the 
options that are available for teen 
mothers. 

The uplifting seminar focused 
on the positive aspects of Having a 
child. Young mothers need to be 
encouraged and recognize that their 
life is not over, it is just beginning. 
The importance of recognizing the 
resources that are available through 
i ` 


CAIN Forum for teenage mothers at Beth Israel 


A faldeaty, at center, aasidtant vice president of community relations, 
rs questions of teen mothers at the seminar “The Life of a Teenage 
Girl” held at Newark Beth Israel Medical Center. 


more information about 
resources for teen moth- 


For 


the d the 
of education are the keys to success. 


ers please contact the Community 


Relations Department at Newark 
Beth Israel Medical Center, 973- 
926-7478 


TRENTON — Consumers in 
HMOs have filed 46 appeals in the 
year since they were given the right 
to contest denial of care decisions 
to an independent panel of medical 
care professionals, Health and 
Senior Services Commissioner Len 
Fishman said in recent testimony 
before the Senate Budget and 
Appropriations Committee. 

As one of the first states to give 
consumers appeal rights to make 
their case outside the HMO to an 
independent panel. And HMOs 
know there is zero tolerance if they 
fail to tell their members how to 
appeal a decision.” he added. The 
Commissioner has the authority to 
fine HMOs for such violations. 

The department has taken many 
steps to promote consumer aware- 
ness. HMOs were required to mail 
members information about the 
consumer bill of rights, including a 
description of the appeals proce 
Also, every written denial of cov- 
ered services to a member must 


also include information on how to 
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appeal. Filing an external appeal 
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Consumers appeal 
HMO decisions 
on healthcare 


costs a consumer $25 (reduced to 
$2 for financial hardship). 

The department continues to 
inform the state’s 2.3 million HMO 
consumers about the appeals 
process through the state’s first 
HMO report card and posts the 
complete consumer bill of rights on 
its website, www.state.nj.us.health. 
In addition to monitoring the 
appeals process, the department 
responded to 476 written com- 
plaints and questions about HMOs 
in 1997 and more than 1500 calls 


through its hotline, 1-888-393- 
1062. 
Since March 1997. consymer 


or providers (such as doctoss or 
hospitals) acting on their behalt 
filed 46 appeals. Under HMO 
those appeals were filed only 
r attempts to resolve the matter 
within the HMO proved unsuccess- 
ful. Of the 46 appeals filed, the 
independent review panels made 
decisions so far in 36 cases. In.23 
of those cases, panels supported 
HMOs be reversed or modified 


Drug abuse Affordable health 
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NJ heroin deaths, 
arrests on the rise 


NEWARK — (AP) Heroin over- 
dose deaths and heroin use are on the 
rise in New Jersey, even in its most rural 
counties, state officials say. “Every 
county throughout the state is reporting 
a big increase in the problems they're 
having with heroin,” said Capt. Jeffrey 
Greezyn, chairman of the County 
Narcotic Commanders Association of 
New Jersey. 

The problems include overdose 
deaths, including four in Morris County 
in the past five weeks and two apparent 
heroin overdose deaths of inmates at 
Southem State Correctional Facility in 
Cumberland County. 

Fatal overdoses involving heroin 
increased from 1996 to 1997 in at least 
seven counties — Morris, Passaic, 
Essex. Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean 
and Somerset. The Star-Ledger of 
Newark reported. 

Heroin is also bringing more people 
into hospital emergency rooms and 
rehabilitation facilities, the newspaper 
reported. Heroin sent 5.500 more people 


to hospitals in Essex, Morris, Somerset, 
ussex and Union counties in 1996 than 
two years earlier, an increase of 22 
cent. And at Daytop Village, a rehabili- 
tation facility in Mendham, 66 percent 
of the 70 youths are heroin addicts, com- 
pared with only 5 percent four years 
ago. 

Young people are more susceptible 
to heroin because it is now being sniffed, 
rather than injected, Greczyn said. 

“Kids aren’t afraid to try a drug if 
they’re just going to snort it,” he said. 
“It comes at a bad time because the puri- 
ty level is so high.” The more potent 
heroin on the street is likely responsible 
for the emergency room visits and some 
deaths, he said. 


sociation meeting 
. representatives from the 
21 counties all reported increases 
in arrests or seizures of heroin 

From 1996 to 1997, in Middlesex 
County, Greczyn saw a 2 
increase in the amount of heroin seized 
and a 33 percent increase in arrests. 


Urban League Lead poisoning 
prevention effort launched 


MONMOUTH COUNTY—The 
Monmouth County Health Department, 
and the Monmouth County Urban 
League, have launched a collaborative 
ort to fight lead poisoning, a silent 
at to the health of the children and 
youth of our communities. 

According to Michael A. Meddis, 
Assistant Public Health Coordinator of 
Monmouth County Health 


to reduce the incidence of lead fic 
ing in the targeted communities of 
Asbury Park, Long Branch, Neptune, 
Red Bank, Keansburg and Freehold 
Borough. 

“Undetected lead poisoning can 
lead to learning disabilities, behavior 


problems and permanent brain damage. 
The most common sources of lead are 
old paint and lead contaminated dust 
and soil. A blood test is the only way to 
find out if a child has too much lead,” 
Meddis said. 

This initiative, which is funded 
through a grant from the State 
Department of Human Services, Office 
for Prevention of Mental Retardation 
and Deveiopmental Disabilities, will 
focus on Public Education utilizing the 
full range of communication and media 
opportunities. Cable Television, radio, 
newspapers, flyers, posters, transporta- 
tion advertisements, and public appear- 
ances will al a par 
lead poisoning for our cl 


It’s never too late to 
start a fitness program 


SAN DIEGO — You've heard it 
all your life: Exercise is good for you 
But it’s too late to start. You're afraid of 
injury and failure, feel limited by 
chronic disease and conditions, and 
have misconceptions about what type 
of exercise is appropriate. Besides, 
you've finally reached your “golden 
years” and there really isn’t any point in 
worrying about physical fitness — 
right? X 

Wrong. The American Council on 
Exercise (ACE), a nonprofit fitness 
advocacy organization, ’s never 
too late to reap the benefits ye tama: 


exercise program - even if you have 
never exercised a day in your life. 

May 27, National Senior Health & 
Fitness Day, is a great time for seniors 
to start enjoying healthier, active 
lifestyles, and ACE is here to help them 
get started. 

“Active seniors will improve their 
quality of life, reduce the risk of disease 
and increase mobility and indepen- 
dence,” said Gwen Hyatt, an ACE 
spokesperson specializing in senior fit- 
ness, “There may be some limitations, 
but they should be able to participate in 
moderate exercise,” she said. 


The abilities of people 
with mental retardation 


PLAINFIELD—The month of 
March is being recognized through- 
out New Jersey and the United 


family members. The Arc’s 
Supported Employment Program 
which matches qualified employees 

with | in the 


States as Mental 
‘Awareness Month. “The emphasis 
should be on the abilities of people 
with mental retardation, not their 
disabilities,” says Frank Caragher, 
Executive Director of The Arc of 
Union County. The Arc (formerly 
the Association for Retarded 
Citizens) is a non-profit organiz 
tion that provides services and sup- 
port to almost 800 children and 
adults in Union County who have 
developmental disabilities 

The agency operates early inter- 
vention programs in two schools, 
supervises four adult work centers, 
manages fourteen group homes and 
runs specialized day programs for 


community, currently has 25 indi- 
viduals placed in competitive jobs 
in 15 local corporations. Robert 
Erickson, General Manager of 
Challenger, a manufacturer of 
garage door openers, has been more 
than happy with his employees from 
The Arc. “It's just amazing how 
many things they can do and how 
well they can do them,” he says. 
Through The Arc’s programs 
individuals can learn job skills, 
adapt to community living and 
become more independent. If you 
would like additional information 
about The Arc of Union County or 
about services for people with 


adults with multiple 
also provides ectedtional ard elini: 
cul services and support groups for 


, “pleas 
contact the agency at 908-754- 


5910. 


Urban Women’s 
Center Sponsors 
Health Workshop 


The Urban Women’s Center 
(UWC) of the YWCA | of 
Plainfield/North Plainfield has 
rescheduled its annual “Health 
Workshop” té Tuesday, May 19, 
from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m, at the 
YWCA, 232 East Front Street, 
Plainfield. 

“We are trying to provide a 
forum for women to discuss health 
issues that affect their quality of 
life,” says Mildred Leverett, direc- 
tor of the Urban Women's Center. 
“A woman's health can be either an 
asset or a detriment to her ability to 
succeed in a career or to manage her 
family effectively. 

The topic 
Workshop ar 

“Physical Fitness: The Key to A 

Healthy Lifestyle,” presented by 
Ms. Tonka Irish, Union County 
College, Cranford Campus, Fitness 
Center. 
‘Diet and Nutrition for Today’s 
Living,” presented by Ms. Michele 
Clan Rutgers Gooperative 
Extension of Union County. 

‘Strategies for Managing 
Stress,” presented by Ms. Sheila 
Hall, Urban Women’s Center. 

The workshop is open”to the 
public and refreshments will be 
served. To register call 908-756- 
3500. 

For further information about 
this workshop and other YWCA 
programs and services, contact 
Nellie Dixon, director of public 
relations at 908-756-3836. 


Greenville’s 100th 
year of community 
service 


Jersey City — Were you born at 
the Greenville Hospital? Do you 
have historical artifacts that tell of 
the hospital's history of community 
service? Were you or someone you 
Know a member of the medical staff 
or a hospital employee, or a gradu- 
ate of its school of nursing? 

If you fit any of these: cate- 
gories, a newly appointed commit- 
tee tasked with coordinating the 
hospital’s 100th anniversary wants 
to talk to you. 

Founded as the German 
Hospital in 1898 but changed to its 
current name in 1912 after the sink- 
ing of the Lusitania, Greenville 
Hospital will officiate its 100th 
anniversary on December 5, 1998 
when a cornerstone ceremony will 
be held. While the year-end event 
is planned, an entire year of events 
will be coordinated to highlight the 
hospital's pivotal role in the com- 
munity and its historical signifi- 


for the “Health 


nce 
The calendar of events, will 
include all those currently associat- 
ed with the hospital as well as in its 
past. These groups will include for- 
mer patients, employees, board 
members, and physicians. 

“Greenville Hospital has been 
at the center of its community from 
the day of its inception,” said 
Willie Flood, Chairperson of the 
hospital’s Board of Trustees. 

A major task of the newly 
appointed committee will be to 
obtain historic artifacts, pho- 
tographs and documents that may 
be of significance to the hospital’s 
history. Should members of the 
community like to donate or loan 
such items to the hospital for con- 
sideration, please call Office of 
Administration at 201-547-6106. 


Patients and nurses 
join forces against 
Privatization 

at UMDNJ 


Renal Dialysis patients were 
joined recently by their caregivers 
and local community leaders at a 
new conference called to ask the 
Newark City Council to stop the pri- 
vatization of the Renal Dialysis Unit 
at University Hospital. 

Patients learned late last year of 
plans by the hospital to lease the unit 
to a for-profit company - National 
Medical Care, owned by Fresenius 
USA, Inc. NMC and its subsidiary, 
BMA, operate free-standing renal 
dialysis clinics as a for-profit compa- 


y. 

“This 
access we now have to a qualified 
team of health professionals provid- 
ing comprehensive services, and 
exchange it m an outpatient,’ for- 
profit clini id Joyce Allison, a 
resident of edd and patient of the 
hospital-based renal dialysis unit 
since 1995. 

Her comments were echoed by 
her registered nurse, Molly Varghese. 
“We take care of extremély ill 
patients, some with rare complicat- 
said Ms. Varghese. 


lease will remove. the 


DAY, MAY 15 


NEW NORE Anian in Rhythm & 
Tune: LCJO plays Ellington. Duke 
Eningon' musical legacy has always 
been a cornerstone of Jazz at Lincoln 
Center's programming. Wynton 
Marsalis conducts this special 
Ellington Centennial concert in four 
parts, featuring arrangments of works 
by the master composer and band 
leader that are musical portrait of 
people and place as well as works 
inspired by his love of trains and the 
blues. For my information call 212- 
245-6570. 


LONG ISLAND—The Triple Threats 
of Comedy, featuring John 
Witherspoon, D.L. Hughley and 
Sommore at Westbury Music Fair AT 
8pm. For more information, call 516- 
334-0800. 


UPPER MONTCLAIR—Vivian 
Raynor, art critic for the New York 
Times, will be the juror for the 
Montclair State University Art 
Galleries National Juried Exhibition of 
‘Small Works. The exhibition is highly 
fegarded and is known for attracting 
the attention the attention of major 
metropolitan area art critics. For addi- 
tional information, call 973-655- 
7640/5113. 


SUMMIT—Ross Wagner's 
Photography Exhibit 
“Synergy/Themes and Variations” at 
Jacob Trapp Gallery from 9 to 3 p.m. 
908-273-3245. 


NEW YORK—Campbell’s Soups 
Champions on Ice. A star-studded 
cast of Olympic and World Champion 
figure skating superstars including: 
‘Oksana Baiul; Michelle Kwan; Nicole 
Bobek; Nancy Kerrigan; Elvis Stojko; 
Victor Petrenko; and Rudy Galindo 
will take the ice in this 1998 tour 
sanctioned by the U.S. Figure Skating 
Association. 602-482-2000. 


BALTIMORE—American Visionary 
Art Museum presents: Love: Error & 
Eros- Exhibition Preview Party. Open 
to the public. Artist will be present. 
Entertainment: The Rumba Club. For 
more info, call: 410-244-1900 
ext.238. 


SATURDAY, MAY 16 


MORRISTOWN—Registration is now 
‘open for the 16th annual Sophie and 
Norman Goldblatt Music Scholarship 
Competition, which is held in con- 
junction with Delbarton School, 
Morristown. Auditions will be held in 
Old’ Main at Delbarton from 8:30 am 
at ay For further information, 
call Rev. Germain Fritz, 
Os: B, at Delbarion School, 973. 
538-3231, ext. 3076. 


NEWARK—Hooray for Children pro- 
gram series presents Beauty and the 
Beast with The Happy Times 
Children’s Theater. Centennial Hall, 
2p.m. 973-733-5642, 


NEWARK—Finalist_ announced for 
Jazz at Lincoln Center's third annual 
High School Jazz Band Competition 
and Festival at Avery Fisher Hall. 
Slide Hampton, Clark Terry, Paul 
Jeffery, David Sanborn, Branford 
Marsalis & Wynton Marsalis to judge 
day-long competion and select 
finalist to perform, with the p ik 
Center Jazz Orchstra, at 7:30 pm 
concert. Tickets may be be pur- 
chased in advance by calling 
CenterCharge at 212-721-6500. 


NEW YORK—Cajun Jamboree fea- 
turing Savoy-Doucet Jamboree, per- 
forming dance music from the bayou 
country of southwest Louisiana, 8 pm 
at the Symphony Space. For more 
information, call 212-545-7536. 


SUNDAY, MAY 17 


HEMPSTEAD—The Hofstra Museum 
presents We Are All Connected: The 
Native American Experience, an 
exhibition of conteporary Native 
American art. The exhibition will be 
on display in the Rochelle and Irwin 
A. Lowenfeid Conference and 
Exhibition Hall on the tenth fioor of 
the Axinn Library from 9-5 pm.516- 
463-6818. 


TUESDAY, MAY 19 


HARLEM—The Schomburg Center 
for Research in Black Culture pre- 
sents: A Harlem Community Birthday 
Celebration for Brother El Hajj Maik 
Shabazz, Malcolm 

4:00pm., For ticket charge: 212-491- 
2206. 


THURSDAY, MAY 21 
NEW YORK — Jazz on Film: Jammin’ 


the Blues — A 40's Jazz Masterpiece 
hosted by Harry "Sweets" Edison at 


J the Walter Reade Theater, 7pm and 


9pm at the Walter Reade Theater. For 
more info, call 212-875-5597. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 


NEWARK — The New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center presents An 
Evening With Nancy Wilson in the 
Prudential Hall. Concert begins at 
Bpm. For ticket info, call 1-888-GO- 
NUPAC. 


FRIDAY, MAY 29 


NEWARK — NJPAC Family Time 
Series Presents “Hispanic Youth 

i" in the Victoria Theatre at 
7pm. For more information, call 1- 
800- GO-NJPAC, 


By g.r. mattox 


Having opened a month ago, the 
Antique Castle is the newest and 


most elegant business in Plainfield. | 


The formal grand opening of this 
beautiful old house, located at 900 
Park Avenue, at the comer of West 
Ninth, will take place Saturday, May 
16. The mayor of Plainfield recently 
paid a visit to this stately structure 
and was enthusiastic about the new 
business. 

The queen of this castle is Joan 
Souels. Working with and selling 
antiques and collectibles began in 
1977 when she and her late husband, 
Al, began a part-time business. 


Center, a 26,000-square-foot space 
that accommodated 42 dealers. 
“Most of the centers that are around 
this area now are offshoots from the 
Roselle Antique Center,” Souels 


y KA STIGU JE 


(left to right) Merilyn B. Towns, Joan Souels and Mayor Al Mc! 
after touring The Antique Castle (inset). 


Photos by Kai A. Niyonu 


CrvNewss OF 


‘The Antique Castle’ is a graceful experience 


raiser at the Castle to benefit the 
Interfaith Council. “We are looking 
to make a generous contribution to 
assist this organizing in the work 
that it does in this community,” she 
said. This will be the first of many 
fund raisers to benefit a variety of 
local charitable organizations. There 
are also plans to hold art classes and 
lectures, musical presentations, and 
offer a southern café serving “light” 
cuisine. 

One point Soules wants to make 
is that The Antique Castle is not a 
“black” business. It is an antique 
business that is African-American- 
owned. It’s also an operation that 
was accomplished on a shoestring 
budget, and with every available 
avenue of funding and help. “The 
beauty of this coming together is 
that friends and family helped me 


said. 

Formerly an office building and 
a funeral home, the house itself is in 
the last phases of restoration. The 
idea of this operation came from one 
she saw in the Georgetown section 
of Washington, DC. “It was my 
dream to have a house like this,” 
Soules said. Currently, there are 
about 15 dealers in the building, 
including a card and gift shop and 
The Red Room, a fine art gallery. 

During a guided tour taken by 
Plainfield Mayor Al McWilliams, he 
commented that a business such as 
this “brings new life to this building. 
“Also,” he said, “Antiques are a 
business that suits this neighbor- 
hood and town.” 

The May 16 grand opening will 
not only mark the beginning of gra- 
cious activity in graceful surround- 
ings, but a contribution to the com- materialize my dream,” she said: 
munity. Merilyn V. Towns, presi- Everything that I’ve needed, some- 
dent, CorPlan Events and Meeting one has come along and offered to 
Planners, is spearheading a fund help.” 


BET’s Rachel: All talk... 


Rachel Stuart, known as just 
Rachel to her audience, is seen in over 
52 million American households and 
internationally in more than a dozen 
countries as host of Black 
Entertainment Television’s (BET) 
signature music video and variety 
program, Planet Groove. Planet 
Groove features weekly in-studio per- 
formances, celebrity guest co-hosts 
and R&B and hip-hop videos for two 
hours each day. 

AS (hoe. BF the popular show, 
Rachel, a native of Jamaica, 


uch as 
Men, 
|, comedian Mark Curry, 
Jermaine Dupri, EnVogue, Wyclef 
Jean, LL Cool J, Washington Wizard 
Chris Webber, DJ Kid Capri, 
Sweetback, Zhane, and Erykah Badu. 
To prepare for her interviews 
achel says that she reads up on 
artists looking at different s 
bios and listens to their m 
like doing research. “It’s a lot harder 
getting information on new artists 
because they haven’t been around that 
long,” says Rachel. 
Prior to joining BET, Rachel was 
a private in the Canadian Army 
Reserve where, among other things, 
she drove three-ton trucks in the 
transport division for three years. A 
former Miss Caribbean and Miss 
Jamaica Universe, she has appeared 
in a number of television commer- 
cials aired throughout Jamaica and the 
Caribbean, and was a professional 


thal Halle 
lit Warren 
gered in the 
shadows of Bulworth. 
democracy. With affirmative action 
on the brink òf eradication, no more 
can we expect to face a tomorrow 
holding the comer office key to a 
progressive job in a company that 
needs our services. Safe housing and 
good health benefits are also a joke. 
Enter Senator Jay Bulworth 
(Warren Beatty, an Armani suit 
wearin’ tured hip hop hellcat on the 
cusp of a nervous breakdown. In 20th 
Century Fox's _politically-spiced 
comedy, “Bulworth,” Beatty discuss- 
es things African Americans don’t 
want to hear about ourselves and his 
formula works. This socially relevant 
film uses rap music as a conduit 
between kids who are in the position 
to change the way they're dealing 
with bureaucratic bull crap. 
“Bulworth” is the jumper cables 
overly lax voters need right about 
now. So, contrary to the ads you’ ve 
seen on television promoting the 
film, “Bulworth,” for all its worth, 
isn’t about no bull. Unlike “Red,” the 
serious 1970s film that centered 
around those involved with the com- 
munist movement, Beatty's latest 
cinematic bauble fuses elements of 
humor with caustic realities of a 
nation tom between not giving a 
damn about tomorrow and wanting 
social change so bad they can taste it 
on their tongues. In a rare City News 
treat, I spoke to the superstar in per- 


Berry and 
Beatty in 


model during most of her childhood. 

Of her childhood, Rachel says, “I 
grew into a ‘tom boy.’ I loved the out- 
doors and was always athletic which 
is one of the reasons I later joined the 
Canadian Army Reserve. I liked the 
discipline and activeness of the Army. 
Then in college I pretty much concen- 
trated on school. Like most college 
students, I partied, hung out with 
friends and always had a serious 
boyfrien 

After a chance audition for BETs 
new music and travel show, 
Caribbean Rhythms. This weekly 
one-hour music video show, filmed 
on location in Caribbean and Latin 
American nations, featured Rachel 
with internationally acclaimed music 
artists of reggae, calypso, dance-hall, 
zouk, and salsa fame. 

“With Caribbean Rhythms I got 
to travel to beautiful places and be 
with the native people, their customs, 
the ocean and I got to do things like 
parasail and snorkel,” admits Rachel. 

Improving with each show is key 
to Rachel's career. “It’s definitely 
day-to-day .on the job training.” 
Rachel is in the studio Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, with 
Wednesday being the longest day. 
This is the day they tape the live band 
performance, so she’s in the studio 
from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Like most 
television shows, Planet Groove is 
getting ready to take its summer hia- 
tus during May, June and July. On 
Mondays and Fridays, she meets with 


informative s 
Mr. Beatty isn't one of 
detached white folks living on the 
proverbial hill, talking about the 
plight of the black man...He’s doing 
something to change the way things 
are. Beatty, set a precedence for great 
acting in “Bonnie and Clyde,” 
“Bugsy” and “Dick Tracy”—and 
now we all get to see him bust a 
thyme! 


City News: In the past, you’ve 
done both serious films and some 
fun ones, why now did you decide 
to go back to your political 

Warren Beatty: Because the time 
is now. For me, It’s impossible to 
escape the real energy that goes on 
in the inner city. The counterpart of 
that is rap. The people who complain 
about the obscenity in rap and the 
use of certain vocabulary need to lis- 
ten more carefully. The language 
used is necessary for them (rappers) 
to get heard. If you really listen to it, 
an awful lot of it is true. You'll see 
that rap talks about social problems. 
Some of it is anti-social and misogy- 
nistic, but most of it discusses the 
problems in the black community and 
the break up of the black family. The 
inner cities are in need of some 
reform. 

CN: How much of the dialogue 
of the character Nina (Halle Berry) 
did you embrace politically? 
(There is a scene where Berry 
breaks down the reasons for the 
disenfranchisement, underemploy- 
ment and deterioration of the 
black family.) 

Beatty: Certainly Henry Louis 
Gates, Cornell West and Amiri 
Baraka, who have seen the final cut 
of the movie will tell you that there is 
a lot of truth to what she was saying. 
People need jobs and those jobs are 
just not there like they were a couple 
of decades ago due to a lot of differ- 
ent factors. Halle’s character 
explained the reasons for problems 
in the black community, because she 
was just as smart as she was beauti- 
ful. And I think she represented a lot 


„and action 


BET VJ Rachel, right, poses wi 
Mariah Carey. 

producers, stylists and others to pre- 
pare for the show. 

During her time off she enjoys 
reading books about healthy, natural 
living and personal growth. Lately 
I'm, getting info books about aro- 
matherapy and homeopathy. 

“Tm extremely family oriented 
and a genuinely positive person,” she 
said. “I've always thought negativity 
only breeds bad things. But overall, 
I'm just like everyone else. 
time to myself sometimes. 
comfortable in jeans and a shirt with 
my hair in a pony tail. 


By Asondra Hunter 


of women in the black community. 

CN: Did you personally cast 
Amiri Baraka in the film? 

Beatty: Yeah. I've always liked 
what he kad to say. Amiri Baraka is 
a precursor of these kids (who are 
listening to rap music). He's the 
greatest revolutionary poet of our 
generation and he’s a very sophisti- 
cated man. 

CN: With a sound track that 
focuses solely on hip hop artists, 
with a little bit of R&B meshed in 
between, did you find yourself 
becoming acclimated with rap 
music? 

Beatty: / listen to all types of rap 
music. Llike my man Muggs and I lis- 
ten to Public Enemy. I even like the 
Fugees and all the music on the 
soundtrack is great. 

: There are some fun-look- 
ing dance scenes in the after hours 
club between you and Halle Berry. 
You two were gettin’ down and 
seemed very 


‘The Last Irish Cop’ 


NEWARK — African Globe that we are forced to ask is, was this 
Theatre Works, a Newark based an incident or racially motivated 
non-profit theatre production com- shooting? 
pany - currently in residence at the Produced by James W. Lemon, 
Newark Symphony Halls 2nd Artistic Director of African Globe 
Floor Theatre space will present Theatre Works and Executive 
The Last Irish Cop. Producer, Kabu Okai-Davies. The 

The Last Irish Cop is a dramat- Play will be presented from May 
ic tale of revenge and redemption 15, 16, 17 , through May 22, 23, 24, 
set against the background of race. 1997 All dates are Fridays & 
Tom Driscoll an Irish ex-police’ Saturdays at 8pm.Sunday Matinee 


officer, is hiding out in a small at 3 pm. Admission: $10. At 
town after the lental shooting Newark Symphony Hall's 2nd 
and death of his African American Floor Theater Space. 1020 Broad 


partner, Billy Pearson. The question 


Meaningful music 


‘One Heart’ 
power-packed 

Phil Perry has distinguished 
himself as a one-of-kind musical 
artist whose vocal style is instantly 
recognized for its blend of soul 
power and smooth sophistication. 


Street. Newark, NJ. 


on compact disc 


everything.” 


is emotional and 


Corey Glover singes ‘Hymns’ 

If you're not familiar with 
Corey Glover, the former lead 
singer of the rock band Living 
Colour, that is sure to change. 


His third solo Whether he’s 
album, “One belting Living Í. 
Heart, One Colour's prize 
Love” finds recording “cult 


Perry reinforc- |, 
ing his status 
as one of the 
decade’ 
ape 


of personality” or 
one of the tracks 
from his debut 
cD Hymns, 
Corey is sure 2 
entertain 

Teave you ein good. The CD is 
destined to be embraced by the 
music world, as it’s filled with 
skilled production, eclectic tracks 
and powerful vocals. 

Alternative salty and sweet, and 
undeniably sexy and melodic, 
Hymns takes you back to the day 
and yet is a reminder that not all 
good songs were written years ago. 


L A 

soul Phil Perry į Corey Glover 
With gems like an exceptional 
medley of tunes first popularized by 
timeless soul man Al Green, the 
album is a true tour-de-force. Of 


$a 


ply stating sométhing that I T think 
people need to say to each other in 
these days and times when we have 
such a “fast food” mentality about 


you by: 


ere 
those smooth moves choreo- 
graphed or was that a hidden part 
of you seeping out? 

Beatty: None of moves were 
choreographed. I was just going 
along with the music and I wanted to 
look ag stupid as possible and I think 
I accomplished that. 

CN: What research did you do 
in order to make sure that you 
were making correct depiction 
about the struggles going on in the 
inner city since it would be fair to 
say that as a successful actor you 
don’t live in the inner city? 

Beatty: When I write or when 
you hear that I've produced a picture 
you can believe that I've done the 
research. I’ve been into the inner 
cities and most of the film was done 
right here in Los Angeles. It's not like 
I've been whistling dixie all my life. 
I've spent a lifetime in politics. 1 
know what's going on and nobody 
knows more about the struggles and 
concerns of the black community. 
Peopie just have to get out there and 
see the film and they'll understand 
exactly what I'm talking about. 


at 7th Ave. & Martin Luther King Dr. 


across from Colonnade Towes 


Thurs./Fri.. May 
10:30AM Show 


all seats $8.00 10:30 AM 


PM Show $11, $17.50, $25, $30 
Kids up to 10 yrs. $11, $15, $22.50, $27.50 All 
Tues.-Fri.. May 26-29 


~ 
10:30AM Show Seats 
7:30PM Show 


Kids up to 10 yrs. 


NOON Matinee 
4:30 & 8PM 
Kids up'to 10 yrs. $15, 


NOON Matinee 
3:30 & 6:30PM 
Kids up to 10 yrs. 


all seats $8.00 
$11, $17.50, $25 & $30 
$11, $15, $22.50. $27.50, 


all seats $15, Kids $12.50 
$15, $17.50, $25, $40 
$22.50, $37.50 


all seats $15. Kids $12.50 
$15, $17.50, $25, $40 
$15, $22.50, $37.50 
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Bring/mail ads to: 
144 North Avenue 
Plainfield, N.J. 07060 


LEGAL NOTICE 


The Housing Authority of the City of Asbury Park 
invites applicants (individuals or firms) to submit their 
qualifications for consideration 


floors raised and platiorms installed, new dual station 
sump pump system installed, complete repair of ceil 
ing prime and paint entire boiler room and replace- 

‘ment of some individual valves, traps and radiators in 


design, bidi mentation of the 1998 COMP 
GRANT PROGRAM (CGP). Interested applicants may 
obtain a 


Monday through Friday May 11th thru June Sth 1998, 
All proposals must be submitted by June 8, 1998 by 
12:00 noon. 


Legal Notice 


INVITATION TO BID 
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF PLAINFIELD 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 


‘The Housing Authority of Plainfield is requesting archi- 

tectural services for the roroofing work for Richmond 

‘Towers, 510 and 520 East Front Street, and Elmwood 

Gardens, 500 blocks of West Second Street, Plainfield, 
Jersey. 


The scope of the services include but are not limited to 
the following: 


“Prepare hee and specifications for the reroofing 
work 


“Prepare cost analysis for the project 
‘Attend pre-bid and pre-construction meetings 
Monitor construction progress and approve contrac- 
tor's requisition payments 
“Answer all correspondence and concerns relative to 
the project 
«Prepare written reports for construction and job meet- 
Ing minutes 
*Provide as-built drawing 
‘Prepare all relative documents regarding for the close- 
out of the project 

proposer must possess comprehensive liability 
insurance, valid professional license, and at least three 
years of experiences for similar work in the State of 
New Jersey. The proposer must also include a break- 
co Goat she aur pcketione! We xe pio- 
ject in the proposal 
The job meeting which is mandatory will be ae) 
Wednesday, May 13, at 10:00 am. at Rich 
Towers, 510 East Front Street, Plainfield, New qty 
The proposal is due on May 21, 1998 before 4 p.m. 
‘All proposals are required to comply with the require- 
Monts of PL. 1975 C. 127 - Affirmative Action P. L. 


THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF PLAINFIELD 


CAROLYN A. REESE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


PLEASE 


SUPPORT 


OUR 


ADVERTISERS 


Eam up to $500 per week assembling products at 
No experience. INFO 1-504-646-1700 DEPT. 
Noiss 


Bar 
SUMMIT BANK 


(973) 736-9898 


Please call our "Voice Box" system 24 hrs, 7 
use box #4400 for the position listed 


Proof Machine Operators 
30 Hours with Benefits, Proof Encoding Dept. 
“*Incentive-based pay"* 

Ridgefield Park 


‘When you join the Summit family, you will receive an 
atractivo salary, a comprehensive benefits package 

and more than enough room for substantial growth. 
EOE MF/IDV 


“Voice Box” is a registered giles VOICE BOX 
‘SYSTEMS, Ir 


lassified/Legals 


adve 


Class 


It’s easy T0 ' 


legals in 
City NEws 


908- 


Legal Notice 


rtise you 
ifieds and 


call 


‘ 


5 


Reserve yoùr space 
NOW! 


754-3400 


Deadline is Thursday 12 noon 


Legal Notice 


Fax legals to: 
908-753-1036 
24 hours a day 


CLASSIFIEDS NT 


HELP WANTED 
HEALTH AIDES & NURSES 
Home & Hospital, a specialist in high tech home health 
care is currently seeking PT/FT RNs, LPNs, CHHAs, 
LIVE-Ins. Experience in adult or pediatric home vent 
cases a plus. 
OWN TRANSPORATION A MUST 

Call Barbara or Carol at 1-888-NJ-NURSE, or fax 
resume to (973) 857-3061 

HOME & HOSPITAL 

MEDICAL PERSONNEL, INC. 
825 Bloomfield Avenue 
Suite 201 
Verona, NJ 07044 


~ HELP W; NTED 
*PHOTOGRAPHER** 


Freelance photographers wanted to cover events 


es. Must be responsible. Developing not necessary. 
We supply film. Willing to work with now 


phot 
‘Send resume and preferred work hours to: 


City News Personnel 
PO Box 1774, Plainfield, NJ 07060 


{throughout New Jersey. Reimbursed for travel expens- 


PLACE 
YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
HERE 
CALL 
908-754-3400 


**Graphic Designer** 
‘Must have some knowledge QuarkXpress and 
Photoshop on PC or MAC platforms and have two 
years experience working with Newspaper layout. 
‘Send resume to: 


City News Personnel 
PO Box 1774, Plainfield, NJ 07060 


HELP WANTED 
‘eacher/Educator 
wanted 


jl 


To write and edit a 4-page, monthly 
National Teacher’s Guide. At least two 
years of teaching experience necessary, 
preferably grades 6 and up. 


Send resume to: 
Y Teacher’s Guide 


P.O. Box 191 
Plainfield, NJ 07061 


PROOFREADER 


Proofreaders are invited to submit your resume to Jan 
Johnson at City News, P.O. Box 191, Plainfield, NJ 
07061. Experience is required. 


HELP WANTED 
INTERNS 


Full-time students with a 2.5 G.PA. and excellent com-. 
munications skills who are interested in developing. 
work experience send your resume to: City News, Attn: 
Jan Johnson, P.O. Box 191, Plainfield, NJ 07061 or fax 
your resume to 908-753-1306. You will have the oppor- 
tunity to learn hands-on experience in Micfosoft Word, 
Adobe Photoshop, Act 3.0, QuarkXPress, xeroxing, 
faxing, scanning, filing, sorting, making phone calls, 


FREELANCE WRITERS 


Freelance writers are needed to cover newsworthy. 
material. Experience required. Must have your own 
transportation. 


Send your resume to: 


City News 
Attn: Glenda Mattox 
P.O. Box 191 
Plainfield, NJ 07061 
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May 13-May 19, 1998 


Local Briefs 


Day care on our mind 


PLAINFIELD—"When I Grow 
Up,” a focus on early childhood devel- 
‘opment is the theme for a conference 
set for Wednesday, May 20 at the 
BUF/Health & Human Services Com- 
plex in Plainfield. 

“The conference has been orga- 
nized to provide an information net- 
work link between state agencies, pri- 
vate services, community and the day 
care centers themselves in a relaxed 
and creative environment,” stat on- 
dra Clark, Director of The Complex’s 
community center and resident day 
care facility, “Child care providers and 
day care professionals from Union, 
Middlesex, Essex and Somerset Coun- 
ties are invited to attend.” 

The registration fee for “When I 
Grow Up” is $25. Interested individu- 
als, child care providers and day care 
professionals may contact BUF/ 
Health and Human Services Complex 
at 908-561-0123 for additional infor- 
mation and directions. 


Cable companies must 
notify customers when 
rates drop 


TRENTON—The Policy and 
Regulatory Oversight Committee 
today approved legislation that would 
require cable television companies to 
notify all subscribers in its service area 
of rate reductions or refunds ordered 
by the Board of Public Utilities (BPU) 
or the Federal Communication Com- 
mission (FCC). 

The measure (A-1692) is spon- 
sored by Associate Minority Willfredo 
Caraballo (D-Essex) and Assembly 
Deputy Minority Leader John Wis- 
niewski (D-Middlesex), each of whom 
represent districts where one cable 
company provides service to several 


towns. 

“If the FCC orders a rate reduc- 
tion, it does so because the rate is 
excessive. Why aren’t all consumers 
within the service area entitled to a 
rollback?,” remarked Caraballo (D- 
Essex). If a person in a town success- 
fully lobbies to bring down cable rates 
for that town, the cable service 
provider is not bound to lower rates for 
the other towns in its service area. This 
bill ensures that if one town receives a 
rate reduction, subscribers in other 
towns serviced by that company will 
also be notified.” 


Home buyers sessions 
conclude session 


PLAINFIELD— “Opportunity 
Knocks,” Plainfield’s program for 
first-time home buyers, concludes its 
Spring series of evening informational 
sessions for buyers with a session set 
for Thursday, May 14, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at Jefferson School, 1200 Myrtle 
Avenue, Plainfield. The program is 
designed to be helpful to those who 
may be considering buying a home but 
are not sure what they need to do or 
how to get started. 

Among the questions attendees 
will get answers for are: How do you 
apply for a mortgage? How do you 
work with real estate firms? Is an attor- 
ney needed when buying a home? 
How do I know if I can afford to buy a 
home? 

For more information, call 753- 
3377. 


Tour to visit many city 
landmarks 


NEWARK—A bus and walking 
tour of historic places dating back to 
the early 1700s will be offered Sunday, 
May 17, by the Newark Preservation 
and Landmarks Committee. 

The tour will climax Newark’s 
observance of Historic Preservation 
Week, and open the 25th anniversary 
celebration of the founding of the land- 
marks committee, a private organiza- 
tion. 

The event will be on “Newark 
Day.” May 17 was long considered the 
date on which Newark’s first settlers 
from Connecticut arrived in May 1666. 

The cost of the tour is $10 for 
members of the landmarks committee, 
and $15 for all others, and may be paid 
at boarding. Seating is limited. 
Advance reservations can be made by 
mail to Landmarks Committee, P.O. 
Box 1066, Newark, NJ. 07101, or by 
telephone to 973-622-4910. 


Doby receives doctorate 
from JCSU 


JERSEY CITY—Jersey City State 
College presented an honorary doctor 
of humane letters degrees to baseball 
great Larry Doby, who as the first 
African-American player in the Amer- 
ican League helped bring about racial 
desegregation in this country. 

Doby, who will be inducted into 
the Baseball Hall of Fame on July 26, 
is a six-time All-Star with two home 
run titles. He joined the Cleveland 
Indians on July 5, 1947, just 11 weeks 
after the legendary Jackie Robinson 
was signed by the Brooklyn Dodgers 
as the first African American to play in 
the major leagues. Indians’ owner Bill 
Veeck recruited Mr. Doby from the 
Negro League’s Newark Eagles. 


Plainfield track team wins big all over 


PLAINFIELD—The 4x400 team 
of Sean White, Jason Edwards, Kish- 
wayne Virgo, and junior, Safar Wells, 
placed second at the indoor Boys 
National Scholastic Track and Field 
Championship and became the first 
New Jersey school to place five indi- 
viduals on the First Team All-America 
squad. 

The same unit also won the East- 
ern States Championship in Feb. 
1998, and have the fourth fastest time 
in New Jersey State history 1:29.74, 

When the Plainfield teams moved 
to the outdoor season they continued 
their winning ways with the 4 x 400 
and Sprint Medley relay team featur- 
ing the same group, with one addition, 
wrestling champion Aaron Morton 
came on board to add even more 
strength to the team. Morton, a junior 
was a part of the 4 x 100 team who 
won the Highland Park Relay in the 
top time in the state of 41.79 and the 
third fastest in history. However, he 
injured his right knee in a fall during 
that race, and was side lined for the 
Penn Relays. 

Thus, the unit of Edwards, a 
nior; Virgo, a senior; White, a 
junior; and Davis, a sophomore, went 
on to the Penn Relays, qualified for 
the Championship of America, placed 
Sth overall, and was the first Ameri- 
can team to finish in that particular 
race. Their time in that 4 x 100, 41.61 


From left to rigi 


ranks them fourth in New Jersey his- 
tory. 
The Plainfield team’s 4 x 400 also 


rack stars Jason Edwards, Sean White, Anthony Davis and Kishwayne Virgo. 


qualified for the Championship of 
merica race, a fete not accomplished 
since 1980 by any high school team in 


the history of the Penn Relays. The 
team of Edwards, Safar Wells, White, 
and Virgo finished sixth overall. 


Our Daughters to Work Day.” Lucent 


Manisha Stewart, Shaniesha Evans and Tiffany Stevens (l-r) don medieval 
attire from the “Merlin” Village at NBC Headquarters during a visit for “Take 
Technologies sponsored the trip for 


the three members of the Plainfield High School Able Mentoring program. 


Cleaver 


continued from page one 


the United States, 

In 1975, he turned himself in, 
completed 2,000 hours of communi- 
ty service, denounced communism 
and became a born-again Christian. 
In 1986, he unsuccessfully sought 
the GOP nomination for U.S. Senate. 

Cleaver’s wife later left him and 
he became a crack addict. He under- 
went brain surgery in 1994 after 
being beaten and robbed. 

Over the years, Cleaver went 
through a series of rebirths. 

“Eldridge was quite a chameleon 
it seems,” David Hilliard said dryly. 

After Cleaver fled the country, 
Goldberg didn’t meet him again until 
the early 1980s and then only by 
chance. Goldberg said he was seeing 
someone off at the San Francisco air- 
port when “this person is walking 
toward me. He’s gray and he’s 
stooped a little bit.” 

At times, Cleaver, who ran a 
recycling pickup service among 
other things, lived nd to mouth,” 
Goldberg said. 

“He didn’t have the cockiness 
and ‘I can do it all’ kind of thing,” he 


said. “He just looked like a very 
beaten-down guy at the end. At the 
same time he was very studious.” 

About two-and-a-half years ago, 
Cleaver moved to Miami for yet 
another fresh start. 

At the time of his death, Cleaver 
was living in Southern California, 
where he was a diversity consultant 
to the University of LaVerne about 
30 miles from Los Angeles, 

Last month, Cleaver appeared at 
an Earth Day conference in Portland, 
Ore., where he declared he had 
“gone beyond civil rights and human 
rights to creation rights 

Over the years, feelings had soft- 
ened among the former Black Pan 
thers. 


David Hilliard said he reconciled 
with Cleaver at the funeral for for- 
mer Yippie Jerry Rubin in 1994. 

He last saw Cleaver in June 
when both watched former Panther 
Geronimo Pratt walk out of a South- 
em California prison after his 1972 
murder conviction was reversed. 

“He had very wonderful and 
very human qualities,” Hilliard said 
“He wanted to serve black people 
and he did that.” 


Denzel puts 


Washington is quick to give 
credit to his actress wife, whom he 
met in 1977 on the set of “Wilma,” 
the television movie about track star 
Wilma Rudolph, in which Pearson 
had a minor role. 

“My wife does the majority of 
the work, She has these kids rooted 
in a strong spiritual base. They say 
their prayers. They say grace before 
every meal.” 

Although Washington is one of 
Hollywood's most sought-after 
actors, it doesn’t seem to have hit 
him yet. 

never got into it to be a movie 
star,” says Washington, who cut his 
usual acting fee in half so Lee could 
afford him for “He Got Game.” It is 
not Washington, but Lee, who offers 
this detail. 

Washington began acting in the- 
ater while attending Fordham Uni- 
versity in New York City. His big 
break came in 1982 when he landed 
the role of Dr. Chandler on televi- 

is a 


sion’s 5 
“Glory,” “Philadelphia” 
Pelican Brief” followed. 

“I thought I might make $500 
one day on Broadway,” says Wash- 
ington, who will collaborate with 


family first 


“Glory” director Edward Zwick to 
play an FBI agent in his next film. 

He says his successes don’t 
have to change his life or standards. 
While often labeled as sexy, he 
manages to avoid doing gratuitous 
nude scenes. 

“Do you have to take all your 
clothes off to be sexy?” Washington 
asks. “You had huge sex symbols in 
the “30s, ‘40s, ‘20s and ‘50s and 
they never took their clothes off.” 

Asked whether he has struggled 
more than other actors or if Holly- 
wood’s attitude toward color has 
changed since he started acting, he 
is hesitant to answer. 

“I don’t concern myself so 
much with that,” Washington said. 
“I look at whether we are at a good 
place in this world. Are we taking 
care of this place? I'm much more 
concerned with those kinds of ques- 
tions than the industry I happen to 
be in,” 

Still, Washington has career 
worries like anyone else. 

I have fears. I'm a human 
being. I don’t think success makes 
you fearless. It probably makes you 
more paranoid. ... You're only as 
good as your last film. Isn't that 
what they say?” 


Young women get 
‘Merlin’ magic at ‘work’ 


‘Take Our Di 


to work Day’ 


youth 
PLAINFIELD—A group of young 
women Plainfield traveled back in time 
recently for a sojourn to the Medieval 
Village constructed at NBC Headquar- 
ters to herald the world premiere of the 
mini-series, “Merlin. 


nologies to celebrate “Take Our Daugh- 
ters To Work Day.” 

The village was transformed into a 
world of sorcery and magic complete 
with costumed performers that included 
fire eaters and magicians. 

Lucent Technologies’ was co-spon- 
sor of the Medieval Village, which also 


featured the MERLIN® LEGEND 
Advanced Solutions communications 
system for small businesses. In conjunc- 
tion with the trip, Lucent donated MER- 
LIN LEGEND systems to the Plainfield 
YWCA and the Rolling Hills Girl Scout 
Council in North Branch. 

Participating in the full day’s events 
were Briana Billup, Shamise Jackson, 
members of the Plainfield YWCA Tech 
Group and Manisha Stewart, Tiffany 
Stevens and Shaniesha Evans members 
of the Plainfield High School Able 
Mentoring program. 


Funding for 
college bound 
programs 


TRENTON—The New Jersey 
Commission on Higher Education 
today awarded grants to 15 New Jer- 
sey colleges and universities for pre- 
college enrichment programs that 
help at-risk urban students to com- 
plete high school and pursue collège- 
level study in the sciences, mathe- 
matics, and technology. 

The $2.9 million College Bound 
Grant Program, established in 1986, 
provides on-campus support services, 
academic classes, and other activities 
for urban students in grades 6 
through 12. The 15 grants to institu- 
tions in each sector of New Jersey’s 
higher education system will enable 
nearly 2,000 students from the origi- 
nal 30 urban school districts desig- 
nated as “special needs” to partici- 
pate in on-campus enrichment pro- 
grams during the summer and the 
regular academic year, 

“I am extremely pleased that this 
competitive grant process enabled the 
Commission on Higher Education to 
fund five new campus programs and 
expand College Bound’s presence 
through New Jersey,” said Alfred Cade, 
chairman of the Commission. “With 
these 15 grants, the College Bound pro- 
gram will continue to help historically 
underrepresented students finish high 
school and go on to college.” 


Suspect in house 
burglaries arrested 


PLAINFIELD—The Plainfield 
Police have announced that on May 1, a 
suspect was identified and arrested in a 
series of burglaries to occupied homes 
occurring in Plainfield during the past 
two weeks. Arrested and charged with 
second degree robbery and second 
degree burglary is Alexander Branch, 
Jr., 40, whose last known address was 

1129 Victory Avenue, Plainfield. 

Currently, Branch is only charged 
in one of the incidents that occurred on 
April 22 in the 1100 block of Prospect 
Avenue, Plainfield. 

Branch was taken into custody by 
members of the Criminal Investigation 

Bureau. and is currently being held in 
the Plainfield City Jail on $100,000 cash 
bail. 
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